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to the answer from the department to a recent res- 
olution of the Senate, in which the Secretary of the 
Navy admits the necessily of having war-steamers 
for the defence of the Gull, — navy-yards and 
docks in the South, He read passages from the 
communication, pointing out the advantages of an 
additional establishmeat, similar to that at Pensa- 
cola, to be locaied on some point up ithe Mississippi 
river, not far from i's mouth. 

He had made a call on the Secretary of the 
Navy for an account of the amount expended on 
the navy-yard at Pensacola; and the Secretary had 
referred the matier to the Board of Commissioners 
for an answer. The response of the Commission- 
ers is indefinite, contradictory, and unsatisfactory. 
Bat it established the fact, that of ihe $540,000 ap- 
propriated for the navy- yard at Pen: ‘acola, from 
time to time, one-half has been applied to some 
other purposes of the navy; and thereby the South 
has been defrauded of the benefit of these ap- 
propriations. What is there to show for this 
$540,000 ? 

Mr. B. here made a statement of the buildings 
and public works at the navy-yard at Pensacola, 
with a view of showing that they could not have 
cost more than half the sum appropriated. 

Mr. BENTON sugges'ed that, alter the difliculiy 
of obtaining the appropriations was overcome, the 
probability was that only part bad been exper 
and the remainder was passed over to the sore = 
fund. 

Mr. BARROW did not doubt that it was either 


in that way, or bya transfer of part of the appro- 


priation to other purpos:s of the navy; for he 
understood the depariment had a power of making 
such transfers. What he complained of was, that 
any portion should have been diverted froin its le- 
gilimate object. 

The chairman of the Committee on Finance had 
said it wasa new idea, thata navy-yard afforded 
any protection; but he would ask, were not the 


navy-yards of the North and East 
fortifications? 

In case of war with England, the vessels neces- 
sary for the defence of the South would have to be 
built in the navy yards of the North; and 
they could reach the South, they would have torun 
the gauntlet through Bitish ships of war and steam 
frigates in the Gulf of Mexico and Guifcf Fio- 
ida; and even if they did reach their destination, 
crippled and injured by contlicts, they woud 
not have a place where they could repair or re- 
placeaspar. ‘They would have toturn back and 
run the gaunilet again, to get to Norfolk for re- 
pairs. 

He did not object to the liberal appropriations 
hitherto made to the North; all he asked was, 
that the South should have some portion of the 
benefit from the public money voied for the deience 
of the country. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, at this late hour it was 
Not his inteation to detain the Senate longer thana 
single moment, in order to throw a little light up- 
On this subject. When the project was first ad /pt- 
ed of establishing at Pensacola a naval depot, it 
was intended that it should be a place 
and thata marinesrailway should be erected as 
soon as the suitable buildings could be provided. 
The Commissioners, however, reported unfavora- 
bly, setting forth that the strong currents and the 
shifting sand of that harbor wou!d render it a work 
of very great difficulty. Subsequently, it was pro- 
posed to erect wharves ; bat it was found that they 
were unable to make even them in such a manner 
as to prevent them from being washed away. So 
great was the difficulty experienced, that he (Mr. 
W.) bad thought it necessary to make a_ personal 
visit to the place; and he became convineed, by in- 
spection of its c nditioa, that it would be impracti 
cable to repair vessels there, much less to build 
them. And here be would suggest to Senators, that 
every dollar which had been appropriated, and not 
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expen‘ed, had doubtiess gone to the surplus fand; 
and the fae s could be obtained precisely on appli- 
cation to Treasury Department. 

W Sas the reason that since that time noth- 
ine had been done? It was not for default of anx- 
iety to have the work accomplished ; but it arose 
from the very great difficulty that would be en- 
countered in attempting to erect wharves, or a ma- 
rine-railway, and the still greater difficulty in con- 
structing a dry-dock. There might easily be made 
a floating-dock, ora screw-dock, and warehouses; 
but he would assure Senators that the difficulty bv 
which they had been met was the foundation, and 
the reason for the delay that had taken place 
And it would be well to consider, also, in the first 
place, that the only squadron which in time of 
peace would probably resort there, was the West 
India squadron. That was asquadron composed 
of small vessels; and the officers of these vesseis 
would doubtless prefer, even if a place of repairs 
existed at Pensacola, to go to New York to avoid 
the sickly season. The necessity, then, for the 
work did not appear to him to be so very urgent as 
Senators seemed to imagine. 

But there was still a stronger reascn (and it was 
not because he had any aversion to the preserva- 
tion of that work, for he would desire that there 
should be a navy-yard in the South) against this 
proposition; and it was, tha! there was no commer- 
cial marine there, and it was as much impossible 
to bu:ld a navy without a commercial marine, as it 
was to build a house without a foundation. There 
were no workmen, no materials, no supplies. The 
work could, nevertheless, be carried on; but it 
would necessarily be attended with very great ex- 
pense; and in time of war, he won'd admit that 
the considecsation of expense should not stand 
against the advantages of having a place of repairs 
there, an! a place where a vessel might go for shel- 
ter and safeiy; bat in time of peace, the repairs 
could be made at New York, or at any other point 


upon the coast, where the necessary convenicnce 
exisied, or she might repair herself. Every vessel 


afloat was provided with materials for repairs— 
was, to some extent, a navy-yard of itself; but, in 
time of war, it was necessary that there should be 
seme place for protection and shelter. 


Not to detain the Senate further, he wonld ob- 
serve that the appropriation, as it originally stood, 
was, in his opinion, liberal enough, under the cir- 
cumstances, unless it were a ¢nded to build up an 
enormous navy- yee there in time of peace. If 
Senators were disposed to aed a building and re- 
pairing j yard there, he certainly would offer no op- 
position; but he ‘thought that, under the eircum- 


stances, it would be quite as well to follow the ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr. BARRO W conceived, from what the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire had said, that it was 
his impression Pensacola never could be a navy- 
yard for the construction of vessels of war, be- 
cause he thinks no wharf can be erected in con- 
sequence of the sandy nature of the foundation 
He (Mr. B.) never had been at Pensacola; but he 
hai ee lestimony from competent engineers, in 
opposition to the opinions of the Senator from 
Ne w Hampshire, trough based on his personal in- 
spection. ‘Phere was another thing on which he 
was at issue with the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. He says there is no marine material at the 
Souh. Now, he (Mr. B.) undertook to say that 
labor could be obtained at Pennsacela as cheap as 
at Portsmou'h, in New Hampshire. He learned 
that labor at the navy-yard in this place (Wash- 
ington) is cheaper than at aay navy yard at the 
North He was ceriain that labor could be had in 
Pensacola, even at arate less than in the navy- 
yard here. He had aiso proposals made by foun- 
dries in New Orleans to the Government, offering 
to furnish cannon balls and cannon, castin that 
city, on the same terms as in the North—-aving all 
the expense of transportation. Pensacola is as 
healthy a position as any in the United States. 
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‘Nothing he had yet heard had shaken his confi- 
dence in the eligibility of the site at Pensacola. 
itis due to the South to complete that establish- 
ment. He would voie for liberal appropriations to 
the navy, but shonld demand a reasonable share of 
justice to the South, 

Mr. WOODBURY explained several points in 
his remarks, misapprehended by the Senator from 
Louisiana. 

Mr. BAYARD had but one word to say—it was 
in reference to the report alluded to by the Senator 
from Louisiana, as made by the Navy Commis- 
sioners; in which he (Mr. B.) admitted there was 
much ambiguity. But, appended to that report 
was a Siatement by Mr. Dayton, Fourth Auditor of 
the Treasury Department, in which it is shown that 
$547,000 had been actually expended on the navy- 
yard of Pensacola. 

Toe importance of that navy-yard was very evi- 
dent, although it was a place which could not be 
available for the building or repairs of ships of war, 
or frigates of the firstclass. He read extracts from 
the reporis. 

The department asks only for as much money 
as can be applied, with propriety, io the pregress 
of the works now. 

The soil is a shifting sand of great de “py th, aud 
it is almost impossible to keep any excavation made 
free from being fitted up in a year or tro. If 
floating docks can be made available, when that is 
ascertained, appropriations for the purpose can be 
made. A dry-dock is outof the question. I: is in 
¢ ntemplation to try a floating dock at New York. If 
it succeeds, there will be some proof of its availa- 

ility for Pensacola. At this late period of the ses- 
sion and the year, what was the use of making this 
appropriation of $100,000? It would not be re- 
quired for actual use till long after Congress wiii 
have met again. 

Mr. BARROW called for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
affirmative—yeas 19, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Conrad, 
Crittesden, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, McRob- 
erts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Preston, Simmons, Tall- 
madge, and Walker—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Clayton, Crafts, 
Evans, Huntington, Merrick, Phelps, Rives, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Smith of Indiana, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—1s. 

The next amendment proposed by the commiitee 
was to insert, at the end of the paragraph appro- 
priating $129,100 for the repair of the navy-yard 
at Brooklyn, the following: 

“ And provided also, That the Secretary of the Navy may, 
in his discretion, apply the sum of $100,009 of the amount here 
by appropriated, and any balance of former appropriations or 
the construction of adry dock at Brooklyn, New York, to the 
construction of a floating dock.” 

Which was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS then moved to amend the bill, by 
inserting, in page 5, after line 95, the following: 

“ For the charter of steamers Splendid and Clarion, in Sep- 


tember and October, 1841, for the survey of the Nantucket 
shoals, $4,345 34.” 


Which was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS next moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in after line 95, in pace 5, viz: 

“To carry into effect the acts forthe suppression of the 
slave-trade, including the support of recaptured Africans, and 
their removal to Africa, under authority of said act, including 


an unexpended balance of former appr »priations carried to the 


surplus fund, $7,365 14.” 

Mr. E. explained that a balance of a former ap- 
propriation of $4,000 had gone tothe surplus fund. 
$7,365 was due from outstanding liabilities. 

Mr. ARCHER said it was authorized under ex- 
isting laws, and the sum was small. 

Mr. KING asked if it was to pay the salary or 
expense of any agency to be employed on the coast 
of Africa? 

Mr. EVANS said he did not know if the ex- 
isting laws on the subject author zed any such 
thing, bat he was not aware that there was any 
intention of the kind. 


Mr. MOREHEAD made a short explanation 
relative to the law of 1819. 
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Mr. KINw only asked if there was to be any 
such agenev. 

Mr. EVANS knew of no intention of the kind. 
He had not heard of any soch intimation. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to amend ghe bill by in- 
verting the following: 

For the transportation, arrangemeut, and preservation of ar- 


ticles brought, and tu be brought by ihe exploring expedition, 
$20,000, if 8o much be necessary. 


Which was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS moved to strike out from page 1, 
line 8, $335,000, and insert $800,000. It adds 
$465,000 for pay of commissioned, warrant, and 
petty Officers, and seamen; making the approptia- 
tion $2,800,000, instead of $2,335,000, for that 
purpose. 

The estimate of the department was $3,195,000, 
Ths committee wished to have it the same as the 
estimate of last year, cutting off some three or four 
hundred thousand dollars of the estimate of the 
depariment. It is impcssibie to estimate accu- 
rately what is to be paid, in consequence of the 
service being scattered over the world. There was 
an unexpended balance uf $200,000 last year; yet 
the indebtedness in this item was upwards of a mil- 
lionf; so that there was a deficit in reality. Foran 
instance of the way in which this occurs, take the 
exploring expedition. There 's an unsettled 
account of four years to be acjusted. So with the 
Pacific squadron, and the Brazil squadron. He 
made the reduction from the estimates, in conse- 
quence of the pay of the home squadron having 
been already provided for by an appropriation of 
last session. 

The Senator from Missouri had said to-day that 
many of these increased expenditures had been 
made without any authority of Congress. This 
he denied. Did not Congress authorize the ex- 
ploring expeditiun? So it was with ail the other 
suurces of increased expenditures. All had been 
sanctioned and ordered Ly Congress. A great deal 
of error had got abroad as to the expenditures of 
this year. It was not to be said that the whole 
amount now appropriated, added to the unexpend- 
ed balances of former years, must be expended in 
the year 1842. No such thing was contemplated. 
Although the power exists to make the expendi- 
ture, it is not to be done; a portion will go over to 
next year. According to the report of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, the unexpended balance, ac- | 


cording to the Comptroller’s books, was $2,963 594. 
Bat of this there must be $400,000 reserved for the 
new steamers contracted tor. There were, also, 
outstanding obligations, since fulfilled. So thatthe 
whole sum has been absoried, and cannot aid the 
Service of this year. 

The unexpended balance, in any event, would not 
exceed a million and a quarter of doilars, in addi- 


tion to these appropriations. He made many other | 


explanations. But, althovgh the balance at the end 
ot last year was $1,230,000, the estimate of the 
Navy Commissioners, for repairs of vessels in com- 
mission, was estimated at fourteen per cent. on the 
original cost, amonnti»z to $1,325,000—leaving a 
deficit chargeable on this years’ appropriations. 

He next estimated the diminution of $3,300,000 
trom the estimates of the Treasury Department for 
the public service of that year; which, taken from 
the full ‘amount of twenty-four mi!lions, would 
feave twenty-one millions for the expenditure of 
the year. 

He urged the necessity of passing the bill with- 
out further delay. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, if he had time, would be able 
to show there was no necessity for this increase. 

Mr. BARROW moved an adjournment, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trourspday, June 17, 1842. 

Mr. RIDGWAY presented the petition of O. P. 
Weeks, and twenty-seven other citizens of Ohio, 
respectfully asking the House of Representatives to 
repeal the resolation, which it passed a short time 
since, censuring the honorable J. R. Gippinas, of 
the 16th district of that State. 

The business of the morning hour being called 
for, the resolution offered some days since by Mr. 
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| committee, had prepared a tabular statement of the 
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tures, came up for consideration. It wasin the 
following terms: 

Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amount and character of the expendiiures which have 
been made by the Government, in satis'action of bounty 
land claims allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of 
like claims are still outstanding; whether any further jegiela- 
tion of Congress 1s necessary (o secure the treasury against the 
payment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, 
{co which was added, on the motion of Mr. W. O. Goops,]} or to 
satisfy Outstanding claims, which are just and well founded; and 
that said committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

When this amendment was offered, Mr. Stan- 
LY assented to it individually, but not in the name 
of the committee, as he had noauthority to du so. | 

Mr. HALL now commenced the debate on this 
resolution, and spoke through the entire morning 
hour. He went into a long explanation, but he 
was inaudible at the :eporter’s de. k. 

At the expiration of the morning hour, the de- 
bate was terminated, and the subject went over un- 
lil the morning hour to-morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed, that before the 
House proceeded to the orders of the day, he beg- 
ged leave to state that the clerk of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, under the direction of the 


rates of duties under the different tariff laws that 
had been passed since 1816. He moved that this 
statement be printed, together with the index which 
was in the coarse of preparation; also, that 5,000 
extra copies be printed. 

Mr. PROFFIT did not see the necessity of print- | 
ing this document at all. We can (said he) al- 
ways find out what the duties were in each year, 
by referring to the different tariff laws; but he, at | 
all events, objected to the printing of the extra 
copies, as involving a heavy expense, without de- 
riving any benefit from it. All we can want (said 
he) with these tables is for our own action. The 
people care nothing about them, til] we ac'!; and it | 
is not yet known what sort of a tariff bill we shall | 
pass. If it was desired to have the sentiments of | 
the people on the subject, it was tco late in the day | 
fcr that object, as, before they could be heard from, 

| 
| 





the tariff bill would be passed, and Congress ad- 
journed. 

The question on printing the ordinary number of 
copies was here taken, and carried. 

The printing of the extra number being object- 
ed to— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension of the | 
rules; when | 

Mr. PROFFIT withdrew his objection. 

Messrs. COOPER of Georgia and RHETT re- | 


newed the objection. 


The question on suspending the rules being | 
put, it was decided in the affirmative: ayes 101, | 
noes 42, 

The question coming up on printing 5,000 extra 
copies— 
Mr. HOPKINS suggested that the order calling 
for certain oiher tables on the same subject, made 

some days ago, be rescinded. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection to 
rescinding that order. 

Some explanations passed between Messrs. | 
FILLMORE and HABERSHAM. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland submitted an 
amendment, that the Clerk prepare, as an appen- 
dix to the document to be printed, the veas and 
nays on the final vote on each tariff law that has 
been passed by Congress since 1816, to be ar- 





ranged by Sta‘es. 
| 


Mr. A. V. BROWN understood that the [louse 
had already in its possession a!l the information on 
the subject that was necessary ; and the order just 
made for the printing of the ordinary numter of eop- 
ies embraced every purpose whic’ the House could 
contemplate for its own action. 
however, was to procure five thousand extra cop- 
ies for the members to distribute over the country, 
while none of them had the slightest knowledge 
that the informaticn they were to distribute was to 
be relied on, or that it furnished such information 
as they desired to communicate to their constitu- 
ents. If this document should be defective, there 


was enough of intelligence ia the House, with 
the aid of the documents at hand, to expose it ; bat 
the people to whom it might be sent would have 


Stanzy, from the Commitice on Public Expendi- : 
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no means of detecting the inaccuracies it might 
coniain, and would be liable to be misled by it. 
He saw no reason for pressing on the motion with 
such haste. Give us (said he) one day for exam- 
ination; and if we find that itis such a document 
as we can with propriety send out to the country, 
we will not hesitate to vote for it. Mr. B, in 
conclusion, urged his objections to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN believed that these 
tables in several parts had already been published. 
All tue information they contained was already 
printed and in possession of the House, with the 
exception of the portion added by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, Now, w at was the infor- 
mation gentlemen proposed to give to the people, 
by sending them these tables?) What did it mat- 
ter to them what were the tariffs ef 1816 and of 
other years? All we want is to give them infor- 
mation with regard to such a tariff as we may 
enact. Do we know that we shall enact the tariff 
prepared by the Committee of Ways and Means? 
and are we to wait until this document goes abroad 
to the peop'e, and comes back to us with their 
sanciion? why, before the constitnents of the 
gentieman from Indiana and other distant States 
could be heard from, he trusted that these halls 
would be empty. Again: what had the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland to do with 
the yuestion before the House? I am not (said 
Mr. B ) to be influenced by the votes of those whe 
have gone before me, The times had changed 
since these tariff Jaws were passed; many of the 
men who voted for them had also changed with 
the circumstances under which they acted; and 
many of them were no longer living. Why, the 
time was when the constituents of his colleague 
from Washington county raised an insurrection 
rather than have a whiskey tax, and he questioned 
whether there was now a distillery amongst them. 
It was anew system of legislation, that they should 
nave the votes of their predecessors cllected and 
exhibited to them, in order to influence their ac- 
tion. He looked upon it as a davgerous innova- 
tion. For one, he thought there were documents 
enough already printed on this subject; and, unless 
they had it in their power to give the people some 
new information, he hoped they would print no 
more. Our printing bills (said he) are large enough 
already for this economical and reform Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland rep'ied in support 
of his amendment, and concluded by moving the 
previous question; and, 

After seme conversation between Messrs. AR- 
NOLD, BURNELL, and the SPEAKER, on a 
point of order— 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the call for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. ARNOLD adiressed the House in favor of 
the motion to print; and concladed by moving the 
previous question. 

Mr. BOWNE moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table, and called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked if he had not a right 
to have the document read, before voting on it. 
He thought that it was calculated to produce very 
erroneous impressions. 

Mr. BOWNE asked for the reading of the 
amendment; and it was read. 

Mr. B. then called for the reading of the tables 
on which the motion to print an extra number 
was pending. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that he did not wish the 
whole document read, and he would withdraw his 
call, if permitted to make an explanation relative 
to that part of it which was, in his opinion, calcu- 
lated to lead to erroneous impressions. [Cries of 
“order, order.’’} 

Mr. BOWNE again called for the reading of the 
document; and the Clerk had read a part of it, 
when 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if it was in order for a 
member to intcrrupt the business of the House by 
moving the reading of such a document as that. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had a 
right to call for the reading of a document in rela- 
tion to which he was called on to vote, 





Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON again rose to the 
same point of order; and contended that the docu- 
ment in question having been ordered to be print- 
ed, no member could call for the reading of it ona 
motion to print an extra number of copies. Were 
the motion to print the ducument now before the 
House, the case would be different, and any mem- 
ber might call for its reading, in order ‘o know up- 
on what he had to voie. As it wat, however, he 
maintained that it was not in the power of any 
gentleman io detain it from the office of the printer. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said there might be errors in 
the document, which he would be unwilling to cit- 

culate throughout the coun'ry in the large number 
of extracopies which it was proposed to print. 
When printed for the use of the members, they 
could correct the errors themselves; but netso with 
the country at large, upon whom a false impression 
might be made. He asked tie Caair if the docu- 
ment did not show the amouat of revenue in 1840, 
and that year alone? 

The SPEAKER said he had not had time to as* 
certain, and therefure could not say. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he wished to know. He 
also asked whether the amount of revenue in 1839 
was not double that in 1°40. 

(Here the noise and interruptions were so great 
as to prevent Mr. Roosevect from proc: eding.] 

The SPE1KER decided tha!, inasmuch as the 
document had not been printed, in all fairness any 
member might ask that it be read. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he only wished a por- 
tion ef the document relating to imports read. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON appealed from the 
decision of the Speaker. 

Mr. CLIFFORD calied for the ayes and noes on 
the appeal: ordered. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved to jay the appeal on ibe 
table. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the ayes and noes on 
that motion: ordered. 

Mr. W.COST JOHNSON then withdrew the 
appeal. 

The SPEAKER then ordered the document to 
be mad; but, afier making some progress, the 
reading was dispensed with. 

The question was taken on the motion of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Bowne] to lay 
the motion to prin! an extra number of copies on 
the table, and decided in the negative—yeas 83, 
nays 114. 

The previous question having then been seecnd- 
ed, the vote was taken on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Wm. C Jonun- 
son] directing the Cle:k to prepare an appendix 
showing the votes of the members of the House on 
each tariff bill passed by Congress. This was car- 
ried without a division. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said, to prevent fraud, 
as he understood the document was written in pen- 
cil, he would call for the reading uf the whole. 

Mr. GENTRY sougee-ted that, if fraud existed, 
the reading would not prevent it. 

Toe Clerk then proceeded to read the document; 
and was on the second page, when he was intr- 
rupted by 

Mr. FILLMORE, who appealed to the gentle- 
man from Mississippi to withdraw his call for the 
reading. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired if the chair- 
man of the Commitiee of Ways and Means had 
examined the document? 

Mr. FILLMORE was understood !o say that he 
gave no certificates. 

Some conversation here took 
Many gentlemen; after which— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and stated that he hed no 
doubt of the accuracy of the document. Where- 
upon— 

Mr. THOMPSON 
reading. 

’ The question recurred upon the motion to print 
5,000 extra copies, and resulted in the affirmative: 
yeas 118, nays &6, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff!W.> Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleion, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker. Barnard, 
Barton, Beeson, Bitiseye, Boardman, Botts, Briges, Brockway. 
Bronson, Milton Brow i 


i, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William 
Butler, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbei!, Caruthers, Chittenden, 


John C.Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cran 
ston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Ed 


place between 


withdrew his call for the 
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wards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmere, Fornance, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, 
Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J.jIngersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, William 
Cost Johnsen, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones,~Johbn P. Ken- 
nedy, King, Lane, Linn, MceKennan, Samson Mason, Matbiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, 
Patridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Randolph, 
Read, Ridgway, Rodney, Wiiliam Russell, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stratton, Alexander Hl. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
‘Taliaferro, Join B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tilling 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Wastington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Christopher H. Williams, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—118, : 

NAYS— Messrs. Atherton, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Greeu W. Caldwell, 
Patiick ©, Caldwell, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Clit 
ford, Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Rich- 
ard D Davis, Dawson, Dean, D an, Eastman, Ferri 3, John G 
Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gil- 
mer, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, -Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, John W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, 
Littletield, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John 
Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pickens, Piumer, Proffit, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, shields, Suyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, JacobThompson, Uaderwood, Van 
Buren, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood.—86. 


Mr. it! Nia offered a resolution calling upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury for a tabular statement 
of the per centage duties laid at the New York cus- 
tom-house. 

After a few words from Messrs. RANDOLPH 
and F. WOOD, the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the House ordered the print- 
ing of the tabuler statement submitted by Mr. 
FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, showing the rates of duties under the dif- 
ferent tariff laws. Ele gave his reasons at length 
for the motion which he now made. He found the 
dc cament to be anything rather than that which he 
had exprcted it to be. It did not communicate, 
with sufficient clearness, the information which such 
adocument ought lo convey; nor did it come with 
the requisite force of authority on which reliance 
could be placed. 

ir. W. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. BLACK called for the ayes and noes. 

The ayes and noes were not ordered; and the 
motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, reporied a bill legalizing and 
making appropriations for such necessary cbjects 
as have been usually included in the general ap- 
propriation bills without other authority of law, 
and for other purposes. 

The bili was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the Speaker what was 
ithe order of the day. 

Tie SPEAKER replied that the apportionment 
bill would comme up as unfinished business of yes- 
terday. 

Mr. BIDLACK requested permission, before 
that bill was taken up, to present a resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania. 

The Cierk read the resolution, which appeared 
to be one instructing the Senators from that State, 
and requesting the Representatives, to use their 
infixence to procare the passage of the apportion- 
ment bill at as early a day as pessible. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved that the House persist 
in its disagreement with the amendments of the 
Senate, and that a committee of conference be re- 
quested. 

Some discussion as to the proper mode of pro- 
ceeding here ensued between Messrs. BRIGGS, 
ADAMS and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. EVERETT defended the course taken by 
the Senate, and justified the ratio which that body 
h-d adopted, and replied tosome remarks made by 
Mr. Apams yesterday. 

He was followed by Mr. TILLINGHAST, who 
spoke at some length. 

Mr. HUNT addressed the House at length in 
favor of the motion. He trusted that the Elouse 
would pass a vote to insi-t on its disagreements, 
and accompany it with a request for a Commiitee 
ot Conference. 

Mr. GORDON expressed himself in favor of the 


| 


| 


—— 


motion of the gentleman from Massachasetis. He 
understood the gentleman from Vermont [Vir. 
Everetr] to say that the people of the Unied 
States, and particularly of Vermont, were in favor 
of the reduciion of the number of members of the 
House, and he should Jike to know upon what evi- 
dence the genileman made this assertion. If we 
look (said Mr. G.) to the history of the Govern- 
ment, and the history of this House, under the 


various censuses that have been taken, we 
shall find no such evidence. The framers of 
the Constitution fixed the first ratio of repre- 


sentation at one member for every 39,000 in- 
habitants; and, since then, the populaticn of the 
country having been graduaily increasing, the 
number of Representatives at every succeeding 
census has been increased in proportion. Had 
there been any time, since the exisience of that 
House, that it had failed to answer the purposes 
for which it was created? Buthe would again ask, 
Where was the evidence on which the geatleman 
from Vermont based the assertion that the people 
were in favor of reducing the number of their 
agents here?) Where was the popular meet- 
ing, the resolutions, or addresses, declaring that 
this body was too numerous? Where was the 
pu'lic press, the organ of any party, that bad ever 
put forth such an opinion? So far as the 
public presses had spoken on the subject, they 
were in favor of a moderate increase cf ‘he 
number of Representatives, in proportion to the in- 
crease that has been made at every census, from 
the erganizalion of tbe Government, down to the 
last. Since this question had been egitated in this 
hall, he had seen a small portion of the prople of 
this country. He would not undertake 'o speak 
for the people of the whole Union, as the grni'e- 
man from Vermont bad done, nor for the people cf 
the State from which he came; but he coul! speak 
for a portion of the people of that State, and could 
say that they were not for a reduction of the 
House, but were in favor of a moderate ard rea- 
sonable increase of it. Mr. G. repudiated the doc- 
trine that had been advanced by the gentleman 
from Vermont—that the Senate was a beter judge 
of what the numbers of the House should be, than 
the House itself. After which, be went in'o an 
argument, in reply to Mr. E., to show that the 
business of the House could be transacted as cor- 
rectly and as expeditiously with an increased, as wiih 
a diminished, number of Representatives. He be- 
lieved a majority was in favor of retaining the 
present number of the House, or of a smail in- 
crease; and he believed that the number of those in 
favor of a reduction was small—not amounting to 
‘‘a corporal’s guard.” After some remarks in re- 
ply to Mr. Hust— 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had refused to recede 
from iis disagreement to the Senate’s amendment 
increasing the ratio of representation. 

At this stage, considera’le conversation took 
place upon points of order, touching the effect of a 
refusal by the House to recensider ihe vote taken oa 
yesterday; in which conversational debate Messrs. 
WISE, THOMPSON of Indiana, HOPKINS, W. 
C. JOHNSON, COOPER of Pennsylvania, and 
the SPEAKER, took part. 

After which, Mr. I. D. JONES obtained the 
floor, end said he had vo'ed to recede from the dis- 
agreement to the Senate’s amendment, and would 
explain his reasons for so doing. He regretted the 
subject had not been approached with that spirit of 
conciliation so necessary to settle the disagreements 
between the two Houses. He could readily par- 
don the younger members who had condemned the 
Senate; but he was surprised that a gentleman of 
the great age, experience, knowledge of life, and 
wisdom of the gentleman from Massachnasetts, 
should have made such remarks in relation to the 
Senste, as he submitted yesterday. That gentle- 
man [Mr. Apams] had denounced the Senate as the 
aristocratic branch of the Government. He (Mr. 
J ) took issue on this question, and contended that 
the Senate was the democratic branch. He passed 
an encomium on the character of the Senate, and 
its efficacy in guarding the rights of the smalier 
Siates from the enecroachwen's of a majority of the 
House of Representatives. 
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Siivated as parties were at present, he thought 
it would have been better had the learned and ven- 
erable gentleman from Massachusetts remarked in 
a different manner upon the action of the Senate. 
He thought the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Gorpon} should have rather thrown oil upon the 
troubled waters, than attempi to increase the diffi- 
culty between the two Hoases. He could not con- 
ccive that the dignity of the House had been im- 
pogned by the refusal of the Senate to agree to the 
rauo of the House. He had not read the debate 
in that body, and would not for a moment listen to 
ihe reraarks which might have been made by any in- 

mperate man of the Senate—for such were to be 
found in all bodies. He was wiiling to divide the 
difference between the two bodies, though preferring 
the large ratio. Recollecting that his own State of 
Maryiand had a Legislature of her own, which had 
charge of its municipal regulations, and all its in- 
icroal government, he saw no necessity that she 
should have a farger representation kere. The 
powers exercised by Congress were national, and 
tne questions discussed were sectional. Even many 
of the States elected their Representative by general 
ticket. 

He thought, under these circumstances, consid 
erations of economy and convenience should gov- 
ern wus in fixing the size of the House. It took 
some time to call the yeas and najs; and, b; the 
rales of the House, one-fifth of those present could 
bave them called. The whole day might thes be 
taken up in calling the roll. [Here a member 
remarked that the yeas and nays of late showed 
Mr. J. to be constantly absent from the House. 
Mr. J. repelled the charg’, and explained the cause 
of his absence—family affi'c'ion.] After some fur- 
ther remarks, he suggested, in conclusion, that the 
House should send a committee of conference to 
the Senate, composed—not as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had recommended, of 
men who would yield nothing, but of mild, con- 
ciliatory, anid forbearing members, who would 
bring about an adjustment, and allow the State 
Legislatures in session to apportion their districts. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, after an ineffect- 
ual endeavor to get the motion for a reconsideration 
withdrawn, moved the previous question, which 
was seconded by the House. 

The motion to reconsider the vote of yesterday, 
by which the Houre had refused to recede from its 
disagreement of the Senate’s amendmeat increas- 
ing the ratio from 50,176 ‘o 70,680, was then car- 
ried—ayes 101, nays 97, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Appleton, 
Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Black, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bur- 
nell, William Butler, Patrick ©. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, Cross. Daniel, Garrett 
WJavis, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goole, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, 
Hall, Mopkins, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, Jack, James, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, 
King, Lane, Lewis, McKay, Samson Mason, John Thomson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pickens, Pope, 
Powell, Randolph, Real, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Slade, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. ‘Yhompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Watterson, 
Edward D. White, James W. Williams, Wise, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—101. 

NAYS—Measrs. Adams, Arnold, Atherton, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Birdseye, Boardman, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Clifford, Clinton, 
James Cooper, Mark A. Couper, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Mastman, John 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris. Join G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Giddings, William O. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Habersham, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, William Cost Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Keim. John P. Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, Robert 
McCle!tlan, McKennan, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Newharid, Oliver, Osborne. 
Patridge. Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Riett, Riggs, Roosevelt, Shaw, Shields, Simonton, 
Snyder, Branly, Steenrod, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 


lett, Van Buren, Weller, Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Wood—97. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana ioquired whether 
the question was not now upon receding frem the 
disagreement to the Senate’s amendment. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. THOMPSON ihereupon moved the pre- 
vious question, 


Mr. BOTTS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. GAMBLE asked for tne yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 

The question on the adjournment was taken by 
tellers, and decided in the affirmaltive—ayes 97, 
noes 75. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 17, 1842. 
Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from cer- 
tain merchants of the city of New York, urging 
that such an appropriation may be made for the 


| naval service as will increase the number and efli- 


ciency of our ships of war: ordered to lie on the 
table, the navy bill now being before the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill for the relief of certain citi- 
zens of the county of Lafayette, in the State of 
Arkansas. 

[This bill modifies the provisions of the pre-emp- 
tion portion of the distribution act, by removing the 
restrictions which inhibit pre-emption rights in ad- 
vance of the surveys, and because land is owned 


| elsewhere; and allows those for whose benefit the 


bill is desigued, pre-emptions on certain conditions 
and for certain reasons. } 

The bill was read the first time ; and, on motion 
of Mr. SEVIER, having been read the second 
time, was taken up and considered as in commit- 


| tee of the whole; and there being no amendment 
| tothe same, it was reported to the Senate, aad or- 


dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of four or five 
hundred inbabitanis of the counties of New Mad- 
rid and Stoddard, Missouri, in relation to the State 
or military road proposed by an act passed at the 


last session of the Legislature of Missouri, author- 





izing ‘‘the survey of a Siate road from New Madrid, 
in New Madrid county, to Point Pleasan'; thence 
through Stoddard county to the State line which 
divides Missouri from Arkansas.”” The petitioners 
say: 

“This road will have to cross the ‘Big Swamp,’ 
lying between the two counties before named, and 
will run westwardly from Point Pleasant, in the di- 
rection to the ‘Big raft,’ in St. Francis river; and 
will terminate, so far only as Missouri is concerned, 
at or near the northeast corner of tne State of Ar- 
kansas, in 36° 30! north latitude. 

“The line which divides Kentucky from Tennes- 
see terminates on the Mississippi river, immediately 
opposite Point Pleasant, where tbe road will leave 
the river in the same degree of north latitude, 
bringing, at this particular point, Missouri and Ar- 
kansas together, and Kentucky, Tennessee, Mis- 
souri, and Aikansas withia a range varying from 
one to twenty-five miles; making it but tweny-five 
miles from Point Pieasant, in a direct west course, 
to Arkansas. 

“There is no point, either in Arkansas or Mis- 
souri, which commands so many advantages and 
facilities for the transportation of troops, munitions 
of war, &c., tu the western frontier of both States, 
(save the swamp before mentioned,) in case of a 
hostile combination being formed by the numerous 
Indian tribes on our western borders. In such an 
even:, it would be desirable that such forces and 
supp'ies should be traasported directly to the west- 
ern frontiers of Missouri and Arkansas, instead of 
being under the necessity of travelling some two 


hunired miles out of their way, to avoid the swamp. 


As it is, they would have to be taken by the way 
of Memphis, through the military road to Little 
Rock, which road is, at some particular seasons, 
nearly impassable.” 

They say that “no man is perhaps better acquaint- 
ed with the disposition and character of the Indians 
than Mr. Lesieur, having traded for many years 
among them; and, understanding and speaking 
several of their languages, he is able to make a 
pretty fair estimate of their characier, and to know 
something of their dissatisfaction towards our Gov- 
ernment. 

“British subjects, being permitted to trade and 
trafic among them, are ever ready and prone to 
create and stimulate among them a spirit of hatred 
towards our Government; and there is no doubt 
that they will seize the first pretext offered to form 


such a combination, and devastate a defeuceless 
fronuer, but thinly populated, extending, from 
north to south, some five or six hundred miles, 
within gun-shot of a formidable Indian force, num- 
bering above one hundred thousand warriors, 
placed, as it were, ina line, from north to south, 
the whole extent of our border frontier. 

**Point Pleasant, situated as itis, immediately op- 
posite the parallel line which divides Kentucky 
from Tennessee, has been made the point where 
the road should leave the Mississippi river. This 
parailel line bas been made the basis of the State 
line between Missouri and Arkansas, from the St. 
Francis river westward to the Indian boundary. 
The distance from this place, by way of this line 
dividing Missouri from Arkansas, to the Indian 
boundary, is about 295 miles; and from this point, 
by way of Memphis, through the military road, to 
Little Keck and to the Indian boundary, the dis- 
tance is about 550 miles. 

“The commissioners appointed by the Legislature 
to view and mark out the road, met on the first 
Monday in September last, to perform the duties 
required by the act. 

“The General Assembly memorialized Congress, 
asking for an appropriation to construct the mili- 
tary road already mentioned; but the inhabitants of 
New Madrid and Stoddard counties, fearing that 
a cash appropriation would not be made to carry on 
the work in anticipation drew up another memorial, 
asking for a grant or cession of the unsurveyed lands 
within the limits of said counties, and stating that 
the greater portion ot which had been reported as 
unworthy of survey by surveyors employed ty the 
Government. They say the intention is, if the 
grant or cession is made either to the State, or the 
two counties (the latter would be preferable) pe- 
titioning for it, to bring the best of this land into 
market immediately, proceed to the construction of 
the road, and reclaim as muchof the inundated 
lands as possible; and, as there will be probably a 
surplus, to apply it to the internal improvements of 
the 'wo counties.” 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. ARCHER, agreeably to notice given, on 
leave, introduced a bill to reorganize the Navy 
Department of the United States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. WOODBURY inquire! of the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Arncuer,] who reported the above 
bill, whether the bill related merely to the civil reor- 
ganization of that department, or whether it applied 
also to the military establisoment, and did away 
with the necessity of the proviso in the navy bill? 

M:. ARCHER replied that the bill took cog- 
nisance only of the civil part of the naval estab- 
lishment, and bad no connexion with the proviso 
which the Senate had stricken from the navy bill; 
but another bil!, covering that part of the service, 
was under consideration of the Naval Committee. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred the House 
bill for the relicf of the owners of the ship Lexing- 
ton, of Nantucket, reported the same back without 
amendment, but with a recommendation that it be 
rejected. 

M:;. WRIGHT submitted a resolution, which 
was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered, the Senate will take 
a lecess, each day, trom two to three o’cloek p. m.; and that af- 
ter the reading of the journal, and the transaction of the ordi- 
nary morning business, the order of business for the morning 
sitting shall be the public bills before the Senate for ac- 
tion; and the order of business for the afternoon sitting shall be 


the private bills upon the calendar exclusively, until those bills 
shall have been acted upon. 


Mr. W. did not propose to ask the Senate to 
eonsider the resolution then; but gave notice that 
he would make the motion on Monday next. 

Mr. CRAFTS, from the Committee on Printing, 
reported a bill to provide fcr the public printung 
and binding; which was read, and ordered to a sec. 
ond :eading. 

Mr. ALLEN submitte! a resolution, which was 
read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate, as soon as practicable— 

1. The amount of the public debt on the 4th of March, 1841, 
including the treasury notes then outstanding, with the other 
items ofsuch debts. 
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2. The amount of treasury notes issued since the 4th of 
March, 1841, ander acts passed prior to that date, 

3. The amount of treasury notes issued since the 4th ol 
March, 1841, under the acts passed since that date. 

4. The amount of treasury notes now outstanding. 

5. The amountof treasury notes authorized to be issued by 
acts passed since the 4th ef March, ISt1, but which have not as 
yet been issued. 


6. The amount of public debt at this time, including treas- 
ury notes now outstanding, with the other tems of such debt. 

7. The amount of loaas authorized by acts passed since the 
4th of March, 1541. 


8. The amount of loans obtained under acts passed since the 
4th of March, 1341, with the interest thereon. 

9. The amount of income actually received from all sources 
since the 4th of March, 1811, with the particular amount from 
each source. 


10. The amount of appropriations by acts passed prior to the 
4th of March, 1831, and unexpended at that date. x 

1l. The amount of appropiiations by acts passed since the 4th 
of March, 1841. 

12. The amount of money now actually in the treasury. 

13. The amount of appropriauons estimated and recom. 


mended by the Executive Departments since the 4th of March, 
1841. 


14. The amount of the increase of the taxes, in all forms, im- 
posed by acts of Congress passed since the 4th of March, 1541. 
15. The amount of increase of taxes, in all forms, recom- 


mended by the Treasury Department since the 4th of March, 
1841 


And that he be directed to arrange the above amounts in 
tabular form, by their several kinds, dates, and amounts. 


Mr. ALLEN asked for the consideration of the 
resolution now; but objection being made by 
Messrs. HUNTINGTON and EVANS, the reso- 
lution lies over till to morrow. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON made a motion to post- 
pone all previous orders, for the purpose of taking 
up a bill for the relief of John A. Rockweil. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. LINN, PRES- 
TON, KING, and BENTON, on the propriety of 
adhering to the order of business on the calendar, 
the question was taken, and the Senate refused to 
take up the bill. 

Toe resolution cf Mr. Meraick, defining what 
papers from the Executive Departments shall be 
considered confidential, came up in its order. 

After a few remarks by Mr. MERRICK, urging 
the adoption of the resolution as proposed Ly bim, 
and appealing to the Senator irom Illinois [Mr. 
McRosears] to withdraw the amendment preposed 
by him, requiring that certain executive proceed- 
ings of the Senate shall be transacted with open 
doors— 

Mr. McROBERTS moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the whole subject til Satur- 
day week. 

Mr. EVANS moved to lay the subject on the 
table, to get rid of it; which motion was agreed to 
on a count: ayes 19, noes not coanted. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, ibe Senate resumed 
the consideration, as in commi'tee of the whole, of 
the bill making appropriation jor the naval service 
for the year 1842. 

The question pending beicg the resolution of Mr. 
Evans to s'rike out from page 1, line 8 $335,000, 
and insert $800,000. I! adds $465.000 for pay ot 
commissioned, warrant, and pety cfficers, aud sea- 
men; making the appropriation $2 800,000, instead 
of $2,335,000, for that purpose. 

Mr. WILLIAMS observed, that ene of the rea- 
sons assigned by the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee for proposing this increase of appropriation 
for the navy, was, that a considerable saving was 
to be made by reductions in the arsiy appropria- 
tion bill. He (Mr. W., was not willing to go up- 
on any such presumption. He wished to see the 
subject of appropriations for the navy considered 
without any reference to what might be done in 
any other department, with a view of ascertaining 
what was absolutely necessary for the navy itselt. 

Mr. W. reviewed some of the leading preposi- 
tions of the report made by tie mejority of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BAYARD explained some positions which 
he coneeived the Senatur misunderstood. 

Mr. WILLIAMS continued his review. He 
did not see any necessily for increasing the num- 
ber of ships of war in commission. There wasict 
only no necessity—no service requiring addi ional! 
force of that kind; but no mento man a/‘ditional 
ships of the line. The squadron in the Meciterra- 
nean had hitherto been found quite sufficient for al! 
the objects of keeping a naval force on that sta- 
uon. 

,. The chairman of the Finance Committee [Mr. 


Evans] had stated some difficulties al cays exist- 
ing in ascertaining the amount of liabilities of the 
department. But this difficulty was not urged by 
the Secretary of the Navy himself. In his report, 
he estimates, for the pay <f officers, seamen, and 
marines, $3,195,442 tor the service of the year. 
The House cf Representatives bad reduced this 
item to $2 350,000—making a difference of eight 
hundred and odd thousand dollars. It is now pro- 
posed to reinstate $800,000 of thissum. His pur- 
pose was to show that there was no necessily 
whatever for this addition to the sum appropriated 
by the House. 

Mr. W.continuec: Looking at the question as he 
did, he was dis>used to take the repcrt of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy as ihe proper guide for the action 
of the Senate, because he must be presumed to be 
better acquainted with the subject. He would not 
uadertake to controvert the statement of his honor- 
able colleague with respect to the sums remaining 
from jast year’s appropriations. He would not 
deny that they might run into the next year’s ac- 
count. There would be balances, and those bal- 
ances would serve to continue the service until a 
new appropriation be passed. His colleague’s 
general position was correct; but, in reference to 
the home squadron, it was a very different matter. 
The home squadron, as such, ceased on the Ist 
day of January; but the appropriations were made 
as if upon general service. Oa the Ist of January, 
then, they would have an usexpended balance of 
$40,000. If this were so—and he could not, after 
a long examina ion, see it in any other light—they 
would have a sum of money set apart for the 
home squadron, which is never hereafter to be 
used as a home squadron. When the estimates 
were made, the sum then in band should have been 
deducted; and ihat not having beea done, he was 
disposed that it should now be done. 

Where was the home squadron now, and of 
what vessels did it consist? He was unable to say 
whether it was at sea or not. He knew, however, 
that there were complaints that the home squadron, 
during the winter months, when they might have 
been of service to the returning merchant vessels, 
were lying in port. This had created much dis- 
satisfaction. They knew, also, that the vessels 
were not fully manned, although the estimates had 
been made as though they had their complement of 
men. There must, then, be a greater amount of 
money appropriated than was necessary. And he 
could not understand that this was altogether an 
oversight in the Navy Commissioners when they 
made their report. ‘There were also a god many 
items in the estimates whch should be looked at, 
with a view to some further corrections. There 
wa., for instance, the estimate for the marine -er- 
vice. Gentlemen would find, upon looking at the 
estimates, that rations for 999 marines had been 
e-‘imated for twice over. Again: there was in 
hand $54,000 excess of appropriations over the ex- 
penditure of last year. This sum should have 
been deducted from the estimates of the present 
year. 

There was a great variety of small sums appro- 
priated, from year to year, which were constantly 
leaving an accumulated balance. But he was not 
speaking of these small matters;he was speaking 
with reference more particularly to the enormous 
balance which would be created in consequence of 
ihe service of the home squadron terminating on 
the lst of January, and not continuing from year 
to year, as was the case with the naval service 
generally. 

Mr. EVANS said the points of difference between 
his colleague and himself were not very numerous, 
nor very great; and, after a little more examination 
of the subject on the part of his colleague, he hoped 
he would yet be brought to consider the sum ap- 
propriated the proper one. — 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, if bis colleague wou'd 
permit him, he would add a few more observations 
before the explanation which his colleague proposed 
to make. There were some other items of naval 
expenditure which he regarded as highly necessary 
to that service. The increase of the marine corps 
would, of course, depend upon the amount which 
Congress would authorize. In his (Mr. W.’s) 
opinion, there would be economy in increasing, to 














some extent, the marine corps; because they sei ved. 
as substitutes for land forces, aud required less ex- 
pense. This wasa reformation which, he thought, 
was highly desirable. It bad been said (and said 
with truth) thatit was a difficult matter to geta 
man to serve under the present system, as th® pay 
of the purser is derived from the marines, ins'ead 
of paying him, as he ought to be paid, by a fixed 
salary outoft the treasury. Your reorganization of 
that department will have a good effect, if it only 
effec's the single alteration of paying the pursers 
of the navy by salaries from the treasury. 

Mr. EVANS observed that the difference be- 
tween himself and his eclleague was not very great, 
and he thought could be easily reconcileu. The 
chief ground of difference is as to the amount 
which the Navy Department ought to have at ils 
disposal to meet unasceitained obligations. His 
(Mr. E’s) colleague [Mr. WitttaMs] did not think 
he had gone far 2nouzh in cutiing down the es:i- 
ma'e of the Secretary of the Navy from $3,195,442 
to $2,800,000; and he mentions the cost of com- 
missioning and keeping in service for the year an 
additional ship of the line; but he (Mr. E.) denied 
that this addition could be dispensed with. 

Mr. E. went into details of figures to show that 
the sum appropriated in mis'ake, twice over, was 
only $394,740, instead ef $740,000, as supposed 
by his colleague, (Mr. Wittiams.] 

Mr. WILLIAMS understood that the sum of 
$550,000 had been carried to the account of the 
home squadron. What had been done wiih the 
balance of the appropriation of last session? 

Mr. EVANS observed that he would come to 
that presently. Mr. E. then referred to the allu- 
sion of the Senator from New Hampshire yester- 
day evening, that it was only in the books of the 
Treasury Department that correct information could 
be obtained of the expenditures. In this he con- 
curred. He read cfficial extracts from the Regis- 
ter’s bocks, to show that in December last there 
was a balance of $742,510 to the credit of the 
home squadron, and not then paid out, from the 
sum appropriated last session; but upwards of 
$500,000 had been since paid in fitting out the 
home squadron. It also appeared that $250,000 
had been withdrawn from the appropriauon, and 
epplied to other liabilities of the department. 

The surplus of appropriations at the end of the 
year was only $200 000; but there was an iudebt- 
edness of over a million; so that there was ac‘ual- 
ly a large deficit. If there shall be apparently a 
large surplus this year, it caonot be questioned 
that there will be outstanding liabilities to swallow 
itallup within afew months of the succeeding 
year, and that a balance will still be Jeft due. If 
from the $2,800 000 which he now proposed to ap- 
propriate, the deficiencies of laxt year be deduet- 
ed, the sum may be reduced to $2,000,000; but the 
indebtedness oj the department will be the same at 
the end of the year thatitwas at the end of last 
year. 

He regretted to see so much instability in legisla- 
tion with regard to the navy. Last session all 
was energy and vigor, and the Executive Depart- 
ments partook of the disposition of Congress. 
Now, what a revulsion had takefi place! This he 
regreited—he regretied such vacillation. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that every Senator 
who had voted to strike out the proviso from the 
till was bound to vote for the whole estimate of 
the Secretary of the Navy. If the number of 
Officers now employed are to be increased in the 
same ratio as last year, and there 1s to be a cor- 
responding increase of vessels, there will be an 
absolute necessity for the whole estimate. He 
had no idea of paying officers, without giving them 
something to do. There must be ships, men, 
mechanics, and ail the maierial necessary to keep 
them efficiently employed. But the cost must be 
estimated by the number of guns, and not by the 
number of ships. The ratio of increase in officers 
requires an increase of 190 guns, and the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. Benton] bad shown that 
the cost per gun in $9,000. At this rare, the esti- 





mate for 199 guns additional must be $1,710,000; 
which, added to the cost of the service for 1841, 
would show that the full estima'e of the depart- 
ment is not too much—that is, if the establishment 
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of officers is to be kept up on a peace establich- 
ment. But itis not to stop here, unless come re- 
striction, such as tbe proviso stricken out, is put in- 
to the bill. If no restriction is puton the Execu- 
tive and Navy Depariment, they may appoint as 
many additional officers as they please, depending 
on the application of the surplus at the end of the 
year for their pay, or leaving a lidbility against the 
next year’s appropriation. This, the department 
frankly avows, is a means it will resort to. 
there is no check, the probability is that the num- 
ber ef guns in the service will be raised from 970 
to 1,660, and running up the expenditures to fifteen 
millions of dollars, instead of eight aud a half mil- 
lions, asked by the Secretary of the Navy for this 
year. 

M: BAYARD had thonght, {rom the manner 
in which the Senator from Missouri was addressing 
the Senate yesterday, that he would spend some 
time on the subject; and he (Mr. BayanD) went to 
his lodgings for some books he meant to refer to. 
But, while absent, the Senator unexpectedly con- 
cluded his speech, and the vote was taken—fortu- 
nately, a majority deciding on striking out the pro- 
viso, on which the question had been pending. In 
that way, he missed the opportunity of answering 
the Senator’s arguments. He had, however, since 
yesterday, obiained a table from the Navy Depart- 
ment, which showed that in 1840 the number of 
persons in the service was 6,896, and the number 
of guns 758. For the year 1841 both numbers 
were the same. In the year 1842 the number of 
persons in the service was 9,140, and the number 
of guns 954. The expense per gun for 1840 was 
$3,541; for 1841, $3,521; and for 1842, §3 676; 
being an increase of $150 per gan. The average 
for the three years is $3,573 22 per gun. The 
cost of a ship of the line, afloat, for service, is 
$300,883 75; of a frigate, $174,508 75; of a sloop 
of war, $78,009; and of a brig, $32,732. The ex- 
pense per man is $386. This showed the incor- 
rectness of the caiculations made by the Senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benron.] The facts, as as- 
certained by the depariment, are at war with the 
Senator’s calculations. 

Mr. B. next went into a minute review of the 
circumstances which operate on the naval service, 
sO as to render it almost impossible for the depa:t- 
ment to ascertainits liabilities time enough to au- 
thorize specific estimates. The British Govern- 
ment has long abandoned the idea of making 
specific appropriations for the navy. It was found 
wholly impracticable. In that country, ibey make 
a bulk appropriation for the naval service; and it 
is found in a series of years that it all works right, 
for the surplus of one year meets the deficit of 
another; and, in ihe end, it costs no more than if 
specific appropriations had been made. Such was 
the case with regard to the Navy Department of 
this country There was neither inconvenience 
nor increase of expense in the arrangement. 
i¢ Mr. B. read extracts from a British work on the 
subject, showing the practice of the House of Com 
mons. His cbject was to prove that, from absolute 
necessily, the geueral system of appropriations was 
obliged to be adopied by a nation remarkable for 
i's precision in business and its jealousy of appro- 
priations. 

He found, taking a series of five years, from 
1836 to 1841, inclusive, that the aggregate appro- 
priation for our naval service was $38,498 000, 
and the eggregate expenditure $37,554,000; which 
would leave in the treasury $944,000. Now, of this 
there can be no doubt; for it is on the face of the 
books of 'he department. He showed that this was 
confirmed by a review of the annual appropriations 
and annual expenditures. And, with regard to the 
present case, there is, in reality, no material increase. 
It is only balf the amount appropriated Jast session 
for the home squadron. ‘To show this, he entered 
imtO various ¢etails. 

The Navy Department is necessarily governed 
by the appropriations of Congress. Hence the 
propriety of Congress passing judgment on the ser- 
vice in an arpropriation bill: it was all right. If 
Congress cats cff a million from the estimates, the 
department must curtail the service in a corres- 
ponding de,ree. Instead of ships of war, frigates 
nuust be employed on certain stations; and instead 
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of sloops of war, brigs must be employed. The 


question, then, merely resolves itself into that of 


the amount of service actually necessary. Now, 
he denied that the proposed expenditure of this 
year exceeded that of last year. Inciuding the ap- 
propriations of the extra session, as well as those 
of the regular session, it would be found that the 
estimates of this year, corrected of errors in caleu- 
lation, did not vary so much from the expenditures 
of last year as tLe gentlemen cpposite conceived. 

He next adverted to the question of introducing 
@ restraint on the appointing power into an appro- 
priation bill. To show his sincerity in this partic- 
ular, he had not the slightest objection to the intro- 
duction of a proviso in the bill now, that the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall not appuint an addi- 
tional midshipman over the number at present io 
commission, unil the whole service is regulated. 
re stated the manner in which volunteers are ad- 
mitied into the British service—the admiralty har- 
ing a right to admit twenty-five annualiy, and the 
captains thirty—making fifty-five every year. The 
volunteers remain two years in service, and then 
may become midshipmen. Alter six years ser- 
vice, they may become mates; and so on to the rank 
of captains. 

He then stated the manner of ajvancement in 
the United States service. The supply of officers 
here is dependent on the appointing power of the 
Executive. There is now a bill in preparation, to 
prescribe the number to’be appointec annually, 
and the mode of examination. It was intended 
that this examination should be made into the 
physical fitness of the caudidates, as well as their 
mental capacities. In these particulars, it was not 
to be questioned that great abuses had existed. It 
was but the other day that a friend of his, walking 
down the avenue, observed a young midshipman 
with a crippled arm, and, happening to ask bia 
how he came to wear the navy button, he learned 
that the youth had been appointed a midshipman 
through commiseration for his deformity, although 
thereby disabied from active service. ‘Tnese were 
abuses to be corrected by a new system. 

He next adveried to the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy. That report merely recommended 
what that officer deemed essential for the service; 
but his recommendation was subject to the decis- 
ion of Congress—he was held in check by the ap- 
propriations 

Mr. ARCHER thought that what had been said 
by the Senator {rom New Hampshire with regard 
to the expenditures of 1841, increased in p:oportion 
to the number of officers now authorized to becon- 
tinued, settled the whole question. It was an ad- 
mission authorizing the increase now called for. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that the Senator 
from Virginia was in error in supposing he meant 
the scale of January, 1841. He aliuded io the 
year 1841. - With respect to the ca!culations made 
by the Senator from Delaware, sowing that the 
cost of the service per gun is only $3 573 22, he 
conceived they could only relate tothe pay of men 
and cfficers necessary for the guns afloat for ser- 
vice. Butin order tc get those guns afloat, ship 
must have been previously built, and ail the ma- 
rine material must have been provided. Now, 
the calculations of the Senator from Delaware did 
noi in the least discredit the calculations of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] who, taking 
info account the whole marine ma‘erial, including 
ships, equipments, &c., very correctly estimated 
the cost per gun at $9,000 The whole thing re- 
solved itself into this: that if there must be off- 
cers, there must be men to correspond; and if 
there are both, there must be ships to man and 
keep in service; and having all these, there must 
be corresponding aopropriations. To use a home- 
iy phrase, if we must dance, we must also pay the 

iper. 

Mr. CUTHBERT explaired at seme length his 
views of the subject, in relation to the question at 
isshe, 

vir. BENTON said the Senator from Delaware 
[Mr. BayaRn] thought there was some mistake jn 
taking $9,000 as the cost of each gun atlua', and 
entered into calculations to show it to be erroneous, 
He had teken data which brought it below that 
amount—data which confined themselves to a pait 











only of the expenses of the naval establishment He 
left out the land establishments, and many i'ems 
which entered into the general expense. This was 
not the view which the nature of the subject re- 
guired the Senate totake It should look to the 
whole amount of the annual expense, and then see 
the number of guns afloat. The object is to get 
guns afloat, and the whole establishment is subor- 
dinate and incidental to that object. Not only the 
gun itseif, the ship which carries it, and the men 
who work it, are to be taken into the account, but 
ibe decks end pnavy-yards at home, the hospitals 
and pensions, the marines and guards—every 
thing, in fact, which consiituted the expense of 
the naval establishment. The whole is em- 
ployed, or incurred, to produce the result—which 
is, SOmany guns at! sea to be fired upon the enemy. 
The, whole is incurred for the sake of the guns, and 
therefore all must be counted. Going by this rule, 
(said Mr. B.,) it would be easily shown that bis 
slatement of yesierday was about correci—rather 
under thin over; and ths cculd be seen by ma- 
king a brief and plain sumin arithmetic. We have 
the number of guns afloat, and the estimated ex- 
pense for the year: ihe guns 936; the estimate for 
the year is $8,705,579. Now, divide this amount 
by the uumber of guns, and the result is a little 
upwards of 99,200 to each one. This proves the 
correctness of the statement made yesterday ; it 
proves it for the present year, which is the one in 
controversy. The result will be about the same 
for several previous years Mr. B. said he had 
looked over the years 1841 and 1838, and found 
this to be the result: In 1841, the guns were 747, 
and the expense of the naval establishment 
$6 196.516. Divide the money by the guns, and 
you have a little upwards of $8,300. In 1838, the 
guns were 670, and the expense $5,980,971. This 
will give a itde upwards of $8,900 to the gun. 
The average of the whole three years will be just 
about $9,000. 

Tous, the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
Woopsury] and himself were correct in their 
statement, and the figures proved it. At the 
same time, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
Bayarp] is undoubiedly correct in taking a small 
number of guns, and saying they may be added 
without incurring an expense of more than three 
or four thousand dollars. Smal! additions may 
be made, without ixcurring anything but the ex- 
pense of the gun itself, and the men who work it. 
But that is not the question here. The question is 
to almest double the number; it is to carry up 937 
to 1,700. Here is an increase intended by the 
Secretary of the Navy of near 800 guns—perhaps 
quite 800, if the sevesty-fours carry ninety guns, 
as intimated by the Senator [Mr. Bayarp] this day. 
These seven or eight hundred guas could not be 
added without ships to carry them, and all the ex- 
pense on land which is incident to the construction 
of these ships. Jheseseven or eight hundred addi- 
tional guns would require seven or eight thousand 
men, end a great many Officers. Trn men and two 
oflicers 10 (he gun isthe estimate. The present es'ab- 
lishment is near that ra'e, and the increase must be in 
the same proportion. ‘The present number of men 
in the navy,exclusive of officers, is 9,784: which is 
a fraction over ten to the gun. The number of 
Officers now in service (midshipmen, surgeons, &c , 
included) is near 1,300, besides the list of nomina- 
tions not yet corfirmed. This is in the proportion 
of nearly one and a half toa gun. Apply the 
whole to the intended iner: ase—ibe increase which 
the report of the commilee discloses to us—and 
you will have close upon 17,000 men and 2,000 
Officers for the peace establishment of the navy— 
in all, near 20,000 men! and this, independent of 
those employed ou land, and the 2,000 mechan- 
ics and laborers who are usually at our navy 
yards. Now, these mee and officers cost money : 
$226 per annum per man, anc $850 per annum per 
oflicer, Was tbe average cost in 1833, as stated in 
the report of the then Secretary of the Navv, the 
present Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr.Woop- 
BuRY.} What isnow, Mr. B. did not know bat 
knew it was greater for the cfficers now, than it 
was then. But one thing he did know-—and that 


was, that a naval peace establishment of the mag- 
ninde disclosed in the committee’s report, (six 




















squadrons, 54 vessels, 1,700 guns, 17,000 men, 
and 2,000 or 3,000 officers) would break down the 
whole navy of the United States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN madea few remarks, show- 
ing the necessity of paying off the « fficers and men 
of the exploring expedition, aad discontinuing the 
expense. He wasopposed to any ostentation of 
emulating the British navy. He did not wish to 
see the navy establishment increased beyond what 
itis at present. He was unwilling to disturb the 
provisions of the bill made by the House. All 
those employed should be paid. He supposed, in 
the estimates of the year, provision was made for 
the exploring expedition for the full period. He 
conceived that expense could now be cut off, so as 
to save ihe amouat estimated for the rest of the 
year. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the amount {jor the 
remainder of th? year would be quite inconsidera- 
ble. He did noi think it would be more than thirty 
or forty thousand dollars. 

He then replied to the remarks of the Seaator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Cutupert.] He had werely 
to repeat, that the only surplus of appropria- 
tion on account of the home squadron was 
$394,000; which wes not a sum actually in hands, 
but a sum since appiied to the discharge of pre-ex- 
isting obligations of the department 

If it be conceded that the $3,195,442 is neces- 
sary for the service of the year, it remains only to 
be shown how that sum may be reduced by other 
sources, and the balance must be appropriated. 
Now, this very $394,000 is the only sum which can 
be deducted froim the estimates. 

Mr. ©UTHBERT said it was apparent, from 
the statemeuts which had been made by the Sena- 
tor from Maine, that a large portion of the expen- 
diture was for the ouifit of the home squadron; if 
this were the case, the appropriation made here 
ought to be sinail. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said the effsct of the argu- 
ments of his colleague, as he understood them, was, 
that out of an appropriation of $780,000 for the 
year, $400,000 was expended in a month. 

The question was then taken on the motion 'o 
increase the appropriation from $2,350,000 to 
$2,806,000, and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 
23, nays 19, as foliows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, 
. Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

Mr. WALKER offered an amendment to the 
effect that no partof tis appropriation sball be 
applied to the pay of any larger number of mid- 
shipmen than are now ‘in the service. 

Mr. ARCHER would cheerfully give the amend- 
ment bis support, if the Senator would modify it so 
as to admit uf the appointment of midshipmen to 
fill up vacancies occasioned by resignation or 
death. 

lt seemed to be admitted on all hands that they 
ought to stop all further increase of the navy. And 
he believed that the Senator from Massachuseits 
had stated that there were cases of officers hav- 
ing been passed by inadvertently, whore pro- 
motions they would all concur in. But he would 
call the attention of the Senate to the fact, that there 
was bo single gentleman who had voted to strike 
out the proviso which came from the House that 
did not admit that they ought to limit the number 
of officers of the navy, and prevent its increase over 
what it at present was. It would be quite «'surd, 
therefore, if, afier Congress had adjourned, it woul] 
be in the power of the Executive to increase the 
navy (o an unlimited extent. It was the incessant 
calls which were made upon the Secretary of the 
Navy, by individua's who were desirous of having 
midshipmen appoinied, that occasioned this vast in- 
crease. Iodividuals got into the navy without ike 
consent even of the Senate. He hoped they would 
agree that this check should be placed upon the 
executive power, so thatthe navy should nut, here- 
after, be increased except by act of Congress. — 

Mr. SEVIER observed that his only objection 
was, that it would seem as if, for the sake of hav- 
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ing something to bray about, the Senate had puta 
limitation on the appointment of poor litte mid- 
shipmen. Now, he ‘hought the only way to do the 
thing proper y was, to put a stopper on the head of 
the evil, instead of bezinning at its foot. There 
will be nothing to prevent promotions of any num- 
ber of midshipmen, leaving vacancies for fresh ap- 
pointments to any extent. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wou'd suggest a proviso in 
place of that stricken out. It was, that the number 
of officers shall not be increased beyond the num- 
ber in the respective grades at present in commis- 
sion. This was not the same as the proviso stricken 
out. It gors to the root of the matter, by saying— 


Provided, Tnat, till otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
number sha!! not be increased. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he was very glad that 
the Senator had proposed this amendment. As he 
had said two days ago, he did not want to reduce 
the navy a single man—at least so far as regarded 
the officers. And until they adopted some resolu- 
tion of this kind, they would never have the navy 
regulated by law. Tois was self evident. It was 
not the interest of the navy to be regulated by law. 
The President of the United States was import:ined 
to make nominations: he naturally yielded to the 
solicitatioas; and when the individuas came be- 
fore the Senate, they were usually inclined, out of 
pure good nature, to vote for the confirmation of 
those nominations. The consequence was, that 
the pavy was continually being increased, through 
the good feelings of the President and the Senate, 
and it was the only branch of the public service of 
the country that was not regulated by law. He 
would not assert ihat the present standard was the 
best, but it was the standard fixed by an act of 
Congress. He thowght the amendment of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Kentucky was better than 
the proviso inserted by the House, because it goes 
directly to the point; being a plain legal declara- 
tion what should be the number until Congress 
should otherwise provide. 

Mr. WALKER withdrew his amendment, giy- 
ing notice that he would renew it in case the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky should fail. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON considered the proviso 
offered by the Senator from Kentucky the same in 
substance, if not in form, as that which the Senate 
had agreed to strike out yesterday. He hoped the 
amendment wanld not prevail. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made a modification to his 
amendment, so as to read as follows: 

Provided, That, until otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
officers of the navy, at present, shall not be increased beyond 
the number in the respective grades that may exist at the end 
of the present session of Congress. 

He had made this alteration in view of the 
nominations now under consideration, so as not to 
embarrass the Executive or Senate. He saw no 
reason why the navy should be exemp'ed fiom the 
same check of Congress as the civil and military 
departments. When every thing is fixed by lay, 
all goes on harmoniously. 

Mr. WALKER asked the Senator to modify his 
amendment by adding, ‘nor of midshipmen be- 
yond the number now in the service.” 

Mr. ARCHER admonished the Senator from 
Mississippi not to embarrass his proposition by 
attaching it to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Critrenpen ] If 
he did, both would fail. 

Mr. WALKER insisted on his amendment to 
the amendmen}; and 

Mr. CRITTENDEN accepted it as a modifica- 
tion of his. 

Mr. ARCHER said the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky (Mr. ‘Critrenpen] was the 
identical amendment as was voted down by 
the Senate afier a debate of two days. The iden- 
lity of any proposition was to be estimated by the 
sameness of its effect. The proviso of the House, 
voled down by the Senate, inhibited the payment, to 
any ofhcer appointed after the present time, to any 
part of the appropriation for the pay of cfficers, 
&e, and virtually restricted the appointment. 
Whatever might be the des'gn of the Senator from 
Keniucky, the amendment goes to limit the whole 
number of officers in each grade in the naval ser- 
vice. 


If the object of the Senator was to prevent an 
increase in the number of officers, the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
Wa ker,] to prevent the appointment of any mid- 
shipmen after this time, would most effectually ac- 
complish that object. But does the Senator trom 
Kentucky mean to say that there shall be no power 
in the Senate and Execative combined to promote 
meritorious men? Such was the effect of his prop- 
osition—an object the last in the centemplation of 
his mind. Does he mean to say that, until Con- 
gress shall hereafter think proper to act, no officer, 
whatever his merits, shall be advanced in grade? 
The effect of the amendment, he contended, was 
to confine officers to their present grade—was to 
preclude their advancement after having served 
their country faithfully—some of them for more 
than twenty-nine or thirty years. We not only 
prevent their advancement, but cut off our capacity 
to advance them. No such restriction would be 
attached to any other service of the Government. 
We would have full power to promote officers of 
the army. Are we. by this act, prepared to create 
another éistinclion between the army and navy, in 
favor of the army of the United States? 

The amendment not only restricts the naval ser- 
vice, but militates a self-denying against ourselves. 
You stultify yourselves as a body sustaining nom- 
inations. Is it possible that we cannot keep the 
offices of the navy at a proper limitation, without 
denying our own consti'utional action? The adop- 
tion of the amendment would operate as a stigma 
on the Senate. If we can, without stifling our- 
selves, adopt an amendment which will accomplish 
ihe same object—the limitation of the number of 
officers—why should we adopt one which stigma- 
izes us, to accomplish that object?’ Every ien 
years the officers of the army go up one grade by 
brevet. Why should the Senate cut off its own 
power to do justice to the officers of the navy? 
Why should it stultify its own legitimate authority? 
Why cas! a stigma on itself? He hoped the Sen- 
ate would adhere to its vote. 

Mr. KING said he differed entirely from the 
honoratle Senator; and he thought the Senator 
would find, upon further reflection, that he had 
been laboring under an error throughout his whole 
argument. The Senator would net increase the 
number of the officers of the navy; yet they were 
to have twenty captains more. The Senator would 
perceive that it would rest with the Senate and the 
President-whether they would fix the higher grades; 
and appoiniments might go on through the whole of 
the session. The objection raised the other day was, 
that individuals who had deserved prometion had 
been kept back. But the otjection was, now, that 
the door would be opened too widely for their ad- 
mission 

In regard to the navy, he (Mr. Kine) had ale 
ways shown that he was in favor of fostering that 
arm of the national defence. He desired to give it 
every possible efficiency; but he was inclined to 
believe, with the Senator from Kentucky, that they 
were creating an enormous expense, by pushing 
the matter of promotions too rapidly; and this he 
would desire to provide 2 check against. And he 
thought he would best show, by the vote which 
he was about to give, thathe was a true friend to the 
navy. He desired that it should be put upon the 
same footing as the army. If they could not reg- 
ulate its numbers by law, they should take the 
next best course, and that course was now opened 
to them; but they ought not to make an increase of 
the numbers. 

Mr. SEVIER desired to add a line or two, to the 
effect that all vacancies for midshipmen shall be 
filled from States which ha-e hitherto not had their 
due share of the appointments of midshipmen, if 
applications be made from such States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the Senator would 
withdraw his proposition. 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he voted 
yesterday to strike out the proviso in the bill, be- 
cause it was to go into immediate operation, and 
prevent the Senate from acting on nomina'ions for 
promotion now in contemplation, and on which he 
desired the Senate to reserve the power to act. 

Now that difficulty is removed in the proviso 
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under consideration. ‘Tie power of the Executive 
to appoint officers must be a power subordinate to 
the law or the Constitution. The President cannot 
appoint an officer in the army or in the judiciary, 
without some Jaw has created the office, and au- 
thorized the appointment. But it is contended that, 
if authority be given to the President to build a 
single ship, it involves the power of appointing a 
hundred or a thousand officers, if he pleases, to 
command her. He could not conceive why any 
difference between the army and the navy, in this 
particular, should exist. If all these numerous 
officers are necessary, let the law fix the number. 
It seemed to him that the same reason exists for 
limiting the number of officers in the navy as in 
the army, or any other department. The question 
is, whether an unlimited and arbitrary power 
should be left in the hands of the Executive to ap- 
point an indefinite number of cfficers. This is a 
great political question. It is one involving the 
issue whether the Executive shall be limited; and 
those who have been so long contending against 
executive power are now put to the test of carrying 
out the principle. 

The yeas and nays were called, and ordered, on 
the amendment, modified as follows: 

Provided, That, until otherwise ordered by Congress, the of- 
ficers of the navy shall not be increased beyond the number in 
the respective grades that may exist at the end of the present 
session of Congress; nor of midshipmen, beyond the number 
now in the service 

And resulted in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 
17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messre. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Crafis, 


Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Ilenderson, King 
Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Morehead, Seviei, Smith of Con- 


ith 
necticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—27 


mde 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Ciayton, Conrad, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, 
Miller, Preston, Rives, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—17. 


Mr. SEVIER then offered bis awendment; 
which, at the suggestion of Messrs. MERRICK, 
HENDERSON, and LINN, he modified so as to 
read as follows: 

And all vacancies, when filled, shall be supplied from 
States, ‘ierritories, and the District of Columbia, which at the 
tume shall not have their proportion, having regard to federal 
numbers, of midshipmen 1n the service, provided suitable ap- 
plications are made for the same 


Aud the amendment was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. EVANS, in deference to the manifest indis- 
position of the Senate to increase the appropria- 
tions, declined offering some other amendments he 
had had in contemplation. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to amend. the bill by 
inserting, after the clause making appropriation for 
the navy-yard at Philadelphia, the following: 

And for the purpose of preparing the yard for the establish- 
ment of a marine railway or floating-dock, whichever may be 


thought advisable by the President of the United States, the 
further sum of $20,000. 


Mr. B. said that, although it might be deemed 
somewhat inappropriate in the present bill, he 
could not, under a sense of duty, refrain from ask- 
ing the Senate to adopt this amendment, even at 
the then late hour of the day. For many years the 
navy-yard at Philad:Iphia had been, he might al- 
most say, shamefully neglected. And for what 
reason? Our mechaaics and shipbuilders were 
known to the whole world to possess skill equal, at 
least, to any others in the United States. Vessels 
were built there at a cheaper rate than at any otber 
navy-yaid, and their excellence was proved by 
the character of the vessels themselves. Bat al- 
though ships of war, which were the pride of our 
navy, had been construcied, an: could be con- 
structed, at the navy-yard in Philadelphia, they 
could not be repaired for the want of a marine-rail- 
way or floaung dock. Bat very recently a vesze! 
of war had to be sent {rom Phiiadelphia to another 
port for repairs. 

It was now, he believed, well ascertained that 
floating docks would answer every purpose of a 
marine-railway or dry-dock. There was no better 
piace in the United States to make this experiment, 
(if it might still be called an experiment,) than at 
the navy yard of Philadelphia. Besides, it would 
be a work of small expense, when compared with 
the cust of a dry-dock. The construction of a 
wharf, and of some other works, was necessary, 
in order to prepare the yard for a marine-raii 
wey or a floating dock; and he was anxious th:! 
the Senate might pass this ap»iopriation, and thus 


determine that such a work »aculd be comstrucied, 
He feared that, if nothing could be done fort 
navy-yard at Philadelphia until the Navy Depart- 
ment should move in the matter, it would be ne- 
glected hereafter, as it had been heretofore. He 
therefore trusted that the Senate would determine 
to commence the work for lself, independently of 
that depariment; and thus place us on the same 
fuoting with other navy-yards, no better, if as 
well, entitled to the fostering care of the Govern- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment; 
and it was rejected, on acount, by ayes 13, noes 
iS. 

Tae bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments of the commitiee cf the whole were 
concurred in, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; which having been done, the bill 
was subsequently read the tnird time, and passed. 

Engrussed bill for the relief of Charles H. Ath- 
erion was taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

Engrossed bill allowing further time to complete 
the issuing Of warrants for military-land bounties 


to the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of | 


the late war with Great Britain, and making pro- 
vision for satisfying the same, was taken up, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, ask the Senate to consider the bill 
making provision to satisfy the claims arising un- 
der the Choctaw treaty. 

Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask the Seua'e to consider the bill pro- 
viding further remedial justice in the courts of the 
United Siates, which be considered of more impor- 
tance than the other bill. 

Mr. LINN gave notice thathe would, on to-mor- 


‘row, the very first moment al'er the reading of the 


journal, move the Senate to proceed to the consid- 
eration of biils on the general calender. 

Oa motioa of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of executive business, and, 
after some time speut therein, adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, June 17, 1842. 

Mr. GWIN cffered a resolution authorizing the 
Commiitee on Indian Affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting a bill appointing commis- 
sioners to settle the claims arising unter the 14th 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Mr. G. observed, thal, in offering this resolution, 
he intended no censure upon the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs; nor did he wish it understood that it 
had neglected this subject. He knew the commii- 
tee were now, and had been, most anxious to bring 
the subject to the consideration of the Hou-e. 
The reason of its wantof action arose from ihe 
fact that the Committee on Indian Affairs in the 
Senate had takeu tb's subject under consideration 
at ihe commencement of the session; and it had 
bren by that committee brought before the Senate, 
to which body had been subuiitted an able report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanicd by a 
bill; but he was sorry to say that there seemed to 
be but little prospect of speedy action in that body 
on this subjec', so important to his constituents, 
The Senate was already in arrears in i's business, 
as compared with this Hlouse—having on its table, 
undisposed of, many importani bil's that have 
passed this House. 

It was in view of these facis that he conceived it 
to be an imperious duty impored upon him, by 
the impertauce to his cosstituents of setiling these 
claims speedily, to ca‘l the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs in this House to the ne- 
cessity of lis action, else there was no hope of 
reaching the subject this session; or, 10 the commit- 
tee reported a bill to appoint comuissioners to ad- 
judicate these claims, he wonid ask the House io 
make it the special order for some day in the ses 
Sion that would iusure iss consideration. bi he 
subject was px-sed over without tue econ sf Con 
gcess dvring this sesston, the title of hendreds 0! 





rT n rR . . - ‘ oa? a 
the citizens of Mississippi to their ho mes, tha: they 
} ’ +h - . 14 { raphe? 
had DC Ugat ifum ine Goverumed . aud jur which 


tiey Dad paul iheir money inio the ‘reasary years 
ago, would be Gisiurbed, and they subjecied to 


the cost and risk of suits of ejectinent that would 


| 
1 
j 





| 














be brought against them by claimants under the 
14th and 19:h articles cof the treaty cf Dancing 
Rabbit creek. 

Mr. CARUTHERS was aware of the import- 
ance to the cuonstiluents of the gentieman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] that the claims under this 
treaty be finally settied. But he would submit to 
that gentleman wheter he would promote the ob- 
ject he had in view, by bringing it before the House, 
when it had been for menths before the Senate. 
He, as a member of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, knew the anxious desire of that committee 
(0 bring that subject before the House, and have it 
acie | on this session; and it would long since have 
been brought before the House, but for the fact that 
it was known io be in the hands of a similar com- 
mittee in the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN was fully aware of all that had been 
stated by the gentieman from Tennessce; and if that 

’ ' 

gentlemen had heard his remarks, he would have 
perceived that he (Mr.G.) had stated the same 
thing to the House. It was the apprehension that, 
from the business now before the Senate in advance 
of this subject, that body wi uid not act upon it in 
time to insure ihe consideration and action of this 
Honse during this session, that had induced him to 
call for the action cf the proper committee in this 
House, that his constituents might see that a sub- 
ject so important to them had not been entirely 
overlooked here. fter waiting nearly seven 
months upon the Senate, it certainly was time to 
bring the subject to the consideration of this House, 
if it wae intended to act upon it at all this session; 
and he earnestly hoped that it would not only be 
acted upon, ba! fiaaily disposed of, so far as the 
action of Us House was concerned, before this 
session closes, 

The resolution was acreed to. 

Mr. BITTS presented a memorial from the peo- 
ple of Petersburg, Virginia, in favor of a protec- 
tive tariff: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. B. said he wished to offer a resolution of in- 
quiry. 

Objection being made, he moved to suspend the 
rules, 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays: or- 
dered. 

Tire resolution of Mr. Borts was then read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested 
to communicate to this House whether the office of Commissary 
Genera! of Subsistence is now vacant, or filled; if vacant, why 
it has not been filled; andif filled, by whom, and by what au- 
thority, and whether, since the rejection of G. Washington 
Tyson on the 22d April las. any public money has passed 
through the hands of the individual now discharging the 
duties of said office; and if any, what amount, and at what 
time such sums have been transmitted to said officer; and 
what security the Government holds for the faithful application 
of such money. Also, that he be reqaested to communicate to 
this House whether the office of marshal of the middle district of 
Tennessee is now vacant or filled; if vacant, why it has not 
been filled; andif filled, by whom, and by what authority; and 
whether, since the rejection of Thomas Claiborne on the 9th of 
March last, any public money has passed through the 
hands of the individual now discharging the duties of said 
office, and what security the Government holds for the faithful 
application of such money. 

The quesiion having been taken, the House re- 
fused to receive the resolution by the followirg 
vore—yeas 52, nay: 110, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Bar- 
ton, Botts, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell. Caruthers, J. C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
James Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. L. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, Howard, Hunt, 
Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, McKen.- 
an, Samson Ma-on, Mathiot, Meriwether, Morrow, Owsley, 
Ramsey, Rayner, Reding, James M. Russell, Simonton, Stanly, 
Sirauon, J. T. Stuart, Suinmers, Taliaferro, Richard W. 
Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Wallace, Edward D. White, 


Christopher H. Williams, and John Yeung—é2 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sheriock J. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Bur- 
nell, W. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, J. 
Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cushing, Richard D. Davie, 
Diig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, 
Chnaries A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gilmer, Wil- 
ham O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, 
idabersham, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hudson, Cuaries J. Ingersoil, James Irvin. Jack, James, Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jenea, Keim, An- 
drew Kennedy, McKay, Marchand, John Thomson Mason, 
Ma hews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Medill, Miller, Morris, Newhard, 
Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Patridge, Pearce, Pendleton, 








Plumer, Read, Reyno'ds, Ridgway. Riges, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Wm. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shieids, Truman 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Alexander H. H. 
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Stuart, Sweney, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tom- 
linson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Washington, Weller, 
James W. Williams, Wise, Wood, Yorke, and Augustus 
Young—110, i 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland presented a me- 
moria! from the African Colonization Society. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 
The business of the morning hour came up, in 
continuation from yesterday, en the feilowing res- 
olution, submitted by Mr. Stanuy a few days since: 
“Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amountand character ef the expenditures which have 
been made by the Government, in satisiaction of bounty land 
claims allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of like 
claims are still outs anding; whether any further legislauon of 
Congress is nece ary to secure the treasury against the pay- 
ment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, [to 
which was added, on the motion of Mr. Wittiam O. Goopg,] 
or to satisfy outstanding claims, which are just and well 
founded ; aud that said committee have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise.” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the House for 





some time, principally in opposition to a portion of 


the claims from the Siaie of Virginia. 

Mr. GILMER continued the debate until the 
expiration of the moruing hour, when the subject 
again went over. 

GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 

Mr. O. J. INGERSOLL, trom the Committee 
on the Judiciary, rose and begged leave to reporta 
bill for the relief of Generai Jackson. He sup- 
posed it would be necessary to move the suspen- 
sion of the rules for the reception of this bill, and 
he would, therefore, make that motion. 

(Cries of “Oa, no; there wiil be no objection.””} 

There being no objection thereto, hé reported the 
bill, and it was read a first and second time. It 
was a bill to restore the fine of $1,000 imposed ou 
General Jackson in 1815. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then rose to present a report 
to accompany the bill just read; and he said it was 
due to himself, and to some members of the com- 
mitice, (a majority of whom were opposed to ac- 
companying the bill with this report,) that he 
should say that he offered it as the report of three 
members of the committee; and, as such, he trusted 
it would be taid on the table, and be printed. He 
submitted that motion. 

Mr. BARNARD begged leave to submit to the 
House (that the House might act understandingly) 
the fact—which it was due to the Committee on the 
Judiciary should be known—ihat it was true, as 
Stated by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that 
the Commiitee on the Judiciary had directed him 
to report a bill for the relief of General Jackson. 
It was also true that the honorable geatleman 
from Pennsylvania presented a written report, 
which was not adopied by the committee; and 
there was, tberefore, no report of the committee 
accompanying ihe bil. The question for the House 
to determine, therefore, was, whether they would, 
for the first time in the practice of the House, 
adopt, in the shape of a mivoriiy report, a paper 
emanating from one or more of the commiitee, 
when the majority of the committee hat made no 
report wha'ever, That was the only exception ke 
felt it to be his duty to take to the adoption and 
printing of this paper; it would be the opening of 
the doors to a practice whch might be hereatter ia- 
jurious, or at least inconvenient. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, in moving for the 
printing of this report, he was far from supposing 
that the priniing was a sanctioning of the report by 
the House. Whether gentlemen agreed with, or 
disagreed from, the report, he might say «f it, that 
it was, in itself, very inoffensive; it was bat such 
au arguinent as he had thought fit to sabaait with 
the dill; and the Houce could print it, or 
they might think proper. 

Mr. FOSTER of Georgia made some observa- 
ticns, Which were not heard at th- reporter’s desk; 
and ihen the motion was agreed to. 

Mi. STUART of Hiinvois gave notice of his in- 
tention to introduce a bili making appropriations 
for the completion of certain harbors on tbe Obio 
and Miss ssippi rivers. 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE now acked what was the order 
of the day. 

Toe SPEAKER replied, the unfiaisived business 
of yesterday. 


Mr. UNVERWOOD siid he was under a prom- 


hot, as 
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ire to a gentleman to ask the House to consider a 
bil to abolish imprisonment for debt in the District 
of Columbia, ‘Tne gentieman had informed him 
that he bad an acquaintance now suffering impris- 
cnment for debt, to whem it was a matter of some 
impcrtance; and as this was private bill day, he 
hoped it would be taken up and acted upon. 

Mr. FILLMORE refused to yield, and persisted 
in calling for the orders of the day. 

Mr. MATHIO® asked it this was not one of the 
days set apart for private business; and, as such, 
he hoped it would be devoted to its legitimate busi- 
ness. 

The House, however, took up the apportionment 
bili. 

The question which was pending at the adjourn- 
meni last night was, “Will the House recede from 
its disagreement to the amendmenis of the Senate?” 
on which Mr. THompson cf Indiana had moved 
ihe previons question; but, before ary action was 
had thereon, the House adjourned. 

The business being now resumed at that point, 
an irregular conversation ensued on the effect of 
certain decisions, and the proper mode of proceed- 
ing; in which Messrs. EVERETT, J. CAMP- 
BELL, ADAMS, OLIVER, R. W. THOMP- 
SON, W. C. JOHNSON, J. T. MASON, BOYD, 
and ALLEN, took part. The House then sustain- 
ed the previous question. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE called for the yeas and nays 
on the question of receding, which were ordered; 
and the House determined to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the amendinents of the Senate: yeas 
109, nays 104. 

The question then being on concurring with the 
amendments of the Senate, 

Mr. GWIN moved the previous question; and 
te!lers baving been called for and ordered on the 
question of a second, 

Mr. BIDLACK inquired whether it would be 
in order to move to concur in the amendments of 
the Senate with an amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied, that if the previous 
question was not entertained by the House, an 
amendment would be in order. 

The question on the second was then taken by 
tellers, (Messrs. ATHERTON of New Hampshire and 
Jones of Maryland,) and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 105, noes 90. 

Mr. BOYD then moved to lay the bill and 
amendmenis on the table; but atterwards with- 
drew the motion. 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main qacstion ; which, having been 
ordered, resulted in yeas 105, nays 88. 

Mr. BOYD then moved to lay the bill and 
amendments on the table; and called for the yeas 
and rays, which were ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD raised ihe question, whether it 
was ia order to move to lay the billon the table, 
on the ground that the House, having passed the 
bill and sent it to the Senate, it now had no other 
control over it than to pass oa the Senate’s amend- 
ments. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of or’er, 
and the question was taken on Mr. Boyp’s motion, 
resulting in yeas 90, nays 118, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Adams, Atherton, Beeson, Birdseye, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, William B. Campbeil, Clifford, Clinton, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Fieyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Thomas F. Foster, William O. Goode, Gordon, Habersham, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Wm. Cost John- 
sun, Cave Johnson, John P Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, 


Lewis, Lina, Littletield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, “cKeo 
Marchand, Alfred 


Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Newhard, Oliver, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Piumer, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rheu, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Shaw, Suields, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Sumter, 
Sweney, ‘Tilli ghast, Van Buren, Weller, Joseph L White, 
Christopher H. Wiliams, Joseph L. Williams, and Woodi—90, 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Appleton, Arnold. Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bidlack, 
Boardinan, Borden, Botts, Griggs, Bronson, Milton Brown. J 
miah Brown, Burnell, Widian 
beil, Thomas J. Campbell, Car rs, Casey, Chapman, Chi 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cranston, Cra 
vens, Crosa, Cushing. Garrett Divis, Deberry, Join Edwards, 
iveret!, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gainble, Gentry, Giddings, Gi! 
mer, Gozgin, Patrick G. Good», Graham, Granger, Gwin, Hall, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Iogerso!l, James 
Irvin, WilliainW, Irwin, James, JohinW. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, 











suitler, Calhoun, John Cam; 











Keim, Lane, McKay, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Morgan, 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, Pen- 
dleton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Kandall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Read, Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saunders, Shepperd, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. 
H. Stuart, Join T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. 
Phompsen, Richard W. Thomoson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, 
Tomiinson, Triple, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Edward D. White, 
Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, and Joha Young—1L1Ls8. 


The question then recurred upon agreeing to the 
first division of ihe Senate’s amendment (i. e. that 
increasing the ratio,) and resulted in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 113, nays 103, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Biclack, Black, Bronson, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
William Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C. Clark, Coles, Cravens, 
Cross, Daniel, Dawson, Easiman, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Granger, Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, Hopkins, 
Houston, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, Chas. J. Ingersoil, James 
Irvin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, Join W. Jones, Isaac D. 
Jones, King, Lane, Lewis, Lowell, McKay, Samson Mason, 
John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Parmenter, Pickens, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Read, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, William 
Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprigg, stokely, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferre, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trum- 
bull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Edward D. White, James W. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Appleton, Arnold, Atherton, Ay- 
crigg, taker, Birdseye, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Charles Brown, Burnell, William oO. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, Staley N. Clarke, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Deberry, Doig, John Elwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gentry, Giddings, William O Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, John Hastings, Hayes, Holmes, Houck, Hubard, 
Ifudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, Keim. Joho P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Linn, 
Littlefield, Robert Mevlellan, McKennan, Mcheon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, 
Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Patridge, Payne, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, shields, Simonton, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, 
Sweney, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Van Buren, 
Weller, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. Walliams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and W vod—103, . 

Alier some conversation upon points of order 
between the SPEAKER and Mr. W. COST JOHN- 
SON, the question was taken upon the second di- 
vision of the Senate’s amendment, (#. e. that which 
admits of the principle of fractional representation,) 
and it was agieed to—yeas 111, nays 102, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAs—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baroard, Barton, Black, Boardman, 
Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
William Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbeil, William 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chap- 
man, Childs, John C. Clark, Coles, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, John C. Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Gamble, Gentry, Wm. O. Goode, Granger, Gwin, 
Habersham, Hall, Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hunter, Hunt, 
J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, Cave 
Jolinson, John W. Jones, Lane, Lewis, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Proflit, Benjamin Randall, 
Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Ridgway, Rodney, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, Simonton, Slade, Tru- 
man Smith, Sprigg, Stokely, Johu T. Stuart, Sumter, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Atierton, Baker, Beeson, 
Bidiack, Birdseye, Biair, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Brock- 
way, Chailes Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, Wil- 
liam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, Chittenden, 
Clifford, Choton, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, 
Paniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John 
E-waris, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Gogzin, Patrick G. Goode, Gor 'on, Graham, Gustine, 
Hays, Hopkius, Houck, Hudson, ©. J. Ingersoll, Jack, Wiliam 
Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, John 
P. Kennedy, King, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshal!, Maynard, Me- 
dill, Meriwether, Miler, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, 
Owsley, Patridge, Pendieton, Plumer, Ramsay, Randolph, Ray- 
ner, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, 
Sanford, Shaw, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexauder 
H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferco, Toland, Tomlin- 
son, Triplett, and Weller— 1v2 

Mr. W. COSL JOUNSON then moved to lay 
the bi:l on the table, in order that be might intro- 
duce anew bil. This Moon was rejec ed—ayes 
93, nocs 112 

Mr. THOMPSON cf Indiana moved a recon- 
sideratv n of the vote adcpung ihe seecad d.vision 
of the Senate’s amendment. Rejected. 
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So the apportionment bill now only needs the signa- 
lure of the President to becomea law. [The number 
of the House, according to the bill, will be 223 
members; and the S.atcs are ordered to elect, in ail 
gases, by district.] 

THE TARIFF BILL. 

The House resolved Mseif into Committee of 
the Whicle on the tarift buli, (Mir. McK ennan in the 
chair.) 

Mr. SALTONSTALL bad the floor from the 
Jast day on which the tar. f was under coasidera- 
tion, and he commenced with some remarks on 
the importance of a speedy disposal of the tanff 
guestion. The credit and th- besiness of the coun- 
ry were in such a condition, that they should let 
nothing else interpove to prevent an early disposal 
of it; and ihe wants of the treasury and the inter- 
ests of the people alike called for a speedy revision 
of the tariff. ‘The commercial! and manufacturing 
interesis were not alone in calling for action on 
this subjeci: the agricultural! interests were alike 
involved in it; aud they had reecrived memursials 
from the South aad the West, and, no longer since 
than this morning trom 600 or 700 persons in Vir- 
ginia, asking Congress tor a tariff for the protec- 
tion of domestic manufaciures. 

He next reviewed the deficient receipts of sev- 
eral years past, to show, by their inadequacy to 
meet the demands of the Government, that a re- 
vised tariff was necessary to meet the ordinary ac- 
cruing expenses, anid the debts already contracted. 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had shown that trem §26000,000 to 
$27,000,000 would be required for the next year, 
and they had no sort of assurance that they could 
get on with less; but the present laws would not 
produce more than $15,600 000. 

On the subject of home valuation, he said the 
Committee on Manufac'ures had received the tes- 

imony of men ot different classes, from every por- 
ion of the Union; and they agreed that the home 
valuation was impracticable. A committee of the 
Senate, which had had this subject under.consider- 
ation from an early part of the session, were also 
of opinion that it could not answer the purposes 
for which it was intended; and that the only 
mode was to add an ad valorem duty to the in- 
voices. It was the epinion also cf merchants 
throughout the country, that specific duties were 
the most advisable, as then the duties would be 
equal in every portion of the country. 

He commented on the new tariff system of Sir 
Robert Pre}, and entered into some general state- 
ments of the operation of the proposed tariff under 
discussicn, and its probable productiveness on sev- 
eral enumerated artic’es of manufacture, to aid 
the treasury of the nation; and concluded with an 
appeal to the House to pass a measure which was 
alike advantageous to the manufacturing, the nav- 
igating, and tbe planting interests of the country— 
to the South and the West, as well as to the North 
and the Eas!—to the poor man, whose business it 
would stimulate, as to the manufacturer and the 
merchan!, whose capital it wouldemploy. It was, 
in fact, the great quesiion of the country, and of 
all classes throughout t's vast extent. 

Mr. HABERSHAM then got the floor, and said 
that he would yield it for a motion that the 
commiitee rise; or, as the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means was anxious to get up the 
bill in relation to contingencies, he would, if it was 
the pleasure of the House, move to take up that 
bill. [Cries of “Rise, rise.”] Mr. H. then moved 
that the commiltee rise; which motion was carried: 
ayes 70, noes 60, 

So the con:mittee rose, and reported progress. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved that the 
How+e resolve iiseif into Committee of th> Whole, 
for ‘he purpose of taking up the bill reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means making appro- 
priations for certain contingent expenses of the 
Government. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn: re- 
jected—ayes 63, noes 69. 

The question was tten taken on Mr. Tromp 
son's motion to take up the bili making approrria- 
tions fer certain conlirgent expeases, and lost— 
ayes 52, noes 55. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn. 





Mr. ANDREWS ea!ied for the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, resulted in yeas 79, nays 73. 
So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Satorpay, June 18, 1842. 

Mr. GRA'IAM presented a petition from James 
Heron, praying that Congress will extend the time 
o! his patent for certain improvements in the mode 
of constructicg railways. He says that, owing to 
the embariassments of the country, and the conse- 
quent prevention of the burlding of railways, he 
has not been able to realize any profit from his 
patent, and therefore prays that the tie for “hich 
the patent snall run may be exterded to 30, in- 
stead of 14 years, as the laws now authorize: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Parent 
Office. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a petition from 
Silas M. Catching, praying that Congress will per- 
mit him to relinguish a certain tract of land erro- 
neously entered, and to eater another tract in lieu 
thereof: referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying that Con- 
gress will impose such a tariff of duties as will ef- 
tec‘ualiy protect American labor; and, also, that 
Congress will repeal that provisien of the disiribu- 
tion act which inbibiis such distribution, if the con- 
sequence will be an increase of duties beyond 20 
per cent: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
a nuumber of hemp-growers and manufacturers of 
hemp, in the State of Kentucky, praying that Ccn- 
gress, in ihe adjusument of ihe tariff, will give pro- 
teciion to them, and to all branches of domestic 
manufactures: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion ot Mr. PHELPS, the papers of the 
administrator of Joseph Edson, deceased, late mar- 
shal of the district of Vermont, were ordered to be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Corami'tee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been referred 
the amendments of the House to the bill confirm- 
ing certain land claims in Louisiana, reporied the 
same back, and asked the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate therein. 

Messrs. HENDERSON and CONRAD expiain- 
ed the amendments, and Messrs. McROBERTS 
and KING opposed the passage of one of the 
ciaims—which, it seemed, involved the quantity of 
3.000 acres of land, purchasea of the Indians for 
$100, which the Spanish Goverament had never 
confirmed. The question was, however, taken, 
the amendments concurred in, and tha bill ordered 
to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, additional tes- 
timoay having been received in support of the 
claim of Thomas B. Parsons, which had been re- 
ported on unfavorably by the Naval Committee, 
the malier Was again committed to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred House bill to extend 
for a limited period the present laws for laying and 
collecting duties on imports, reported the same back 
without amendment. 

Mr. E. said he desired to call the attention of 
the Senate to this bill at as early a day as possible. 
He gave notice that he would ask its considera- 
tion on Monday next; but if there was any 
probability that the Senate would accede to 
the wishes of the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, to take up the bill to provide furiher 
remedial justice in the courts of the United States, 
on Monday next, and that it cou'd be disposed of 
cn that day, he would not press the motion till 
Tuesday. 

Mr. E. also, from the Committee on Finance, re- 
ported back to the Senate, with certain améend- 
meuts, the bill from the House making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army, and forthe mil- 
itary academy at West Point, for the year 1842; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, in relation to the inquiry 
of the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 


as to the probability of the final disposition of the 
bill to provide further remedial justice in the United 
States courts, that he must be uncer the direction 
of the Senate in the disposition of that bill. He, 
however, believed that it was important to the in- 
terests of the country that the bill should be dis- 
posed of at an early day; and to secure the action 
ot the other House on i', no time should be lost in 
disposing of it. He thought it could be passed on 
Monday, if it should be taken up on that day. 

Mr. PRESTON said that there was great ne- 
cessity that the bill from the Finance Committee, 
above aliuded to, should be taken up on Monday 
and acted on. It was of more importance than 
any other matter awaiting the action of the Sen- 
ate. It involved very importan! considerations, 
under existing matiers; and the sooner that we get 
into the discussion of it the better. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back to the Senate, without 
amendment, the bill to authorize the construction 
of a bridge at Harper’s Ferry. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of certain citizens of the counties of Lafayette 
and Henderson, in the State of Arkansas, being 
engrossed, was taken up, read the third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. SEVIER moved the Sena'e to take up the 
bili to provide for the satisfaction of the claims 
arising under the 14th and 19th articles of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, concluded in Sep- 
tember, 1830. 

Objectiofi having been made, 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were ordered; and the question 
being pat, it was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 
25, nays 10. 

The bill was then taken up asin committee of 
the whole; and several amendm?n's submitied by 
Mr. SEVIER, and one by Mr. PHELPS, to pre- 
vent frauds under the board proposed to be estab- 
lished to adjust those claims, were adopted. An- 
other amendment (calculated, as was contended 
by Messrs. WALKER, MOREHEAD, and SE- 
VIER, who opposed it, to defeat the end of justice) 
was introduced by Mr. PHELPS. In the discus- 
sion on this amendment, Messrs. SEVIER, MORE- 
HEAD, WALKER, and LINN, advocated the pas- 
sage of the bill, on the ground that it was due to 
the claimants under the treaty, as a measure of 
even handed justice. Mr. PHELPS opposed it, be- 
cause frauds might arise under it, and because the 
bill was not sufficiently restrictive to prevent frauds; 
and Mr. HENDERSON opposed it because it was 
too restrictive, and operated unjustly on assignees. 
The amendment pending was not disposed of when, 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, 

The Senaie adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaTurpay, June 18, 1842. 

Mr. WHITE of Louisiana expressed his thanks 
to the Speaker for awarding to him the floor, and 
thereby giving bim the privilege of making a mo- 
tion important to civil liberty and the nghts of 
man; which, he said, were daily compromitted, out- 
raged, and trampled under foot, in this city, by the 
manner of making grrests in cases of debt. It was 
the practice here to hold citizens to bail; or, in de- 
fault thereof, to imprison them, without any evi- 
dence of debt whatever, other than the mere allega- 
tion of the plaintiff. As an explanation of the 
general practice, he referred to a particular case— 
that of a gentleman from Louisiana, one of bis 
constituents, who, coming here on important busi- 
ness with Congress, had been sued in the court here, 
and required to give bail inthe sum of 69,000; for 
which he was now in duress of his liberty—a prison- 
er in the custody of the marshal. Here was the case 
of astianger in the city, brought here on import- 
ant business with Congress, thrown into close jail, 
without any evidence of debt other than the absurd 
remnants of barbarism contained in the declaration 
of the plaintiff, which contained nothing but fiction 
from beginning to end, and nothitrg by which the 
defendant could knew what he was sued for. 
There was not even the affi‘avit of the plain‘iff, 
showing his belief in the justice of his claim. Mr. 
W. read the writ by which the gentleman was im- 
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risoned, and the declaration filed by the plaintiff ’s 
awyer, the absurdities of which occasioned great 
Jaughter in the House. To remedy the evil com- 
plained of, Mr. W. begged leave flo introduce a 
bill to regulate mesne process in Washing'!on coun- 
ty, in the District of Columbia. Tue bill provides, 
that hereafier no person shall be imprisoned or 
held to bail in this county, unless there be an afli- 
davit of the plainnff, or his agent, proving the jus- 
tice of the debt. The second section provides that 
any persons now imprisoned without affidavit, or 
sufficient cause of action, shall be set at liberty, 
unless the plaintiff, or his agent, should, in a given 
time, file such aflijavit. 

The bill baving been read twice— 

Mr. FILLMORE subaiitied to his friend the 
propriety of referring the bill to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. A bill of that descrip- 
tion certainly required some consideration. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Judiaua said tbat th: Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia had already re- 
ported a bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in 
the District of Cojambia. 

Mr. WHITE was aware that cuch a bill had 
been reported; but it was one that would probably 
lead to much discussion. This bill involved no 
principle that could be objected to; and he thought 
it could be speedily passed. Mr. W. then moved 
a suspension of the rule, for the purpose of putting 
the bill on its final passage. 

The quesiion was put; and the motion to saspend 
the rules was carried. 

Mr. FiLLMORE did not understand the propriety 
of legislating tor one half the District, which was 
only ten miles square. 

Mr. WHITE said he had no objection to include 
Alexandria county; though be understood that the 
cruel practice he wished to abolish did not prevail 
on that side of the river. 

Mr. LINN said the gentleman from Louisiana 
was surely mistaken, when he supposed the rights 
of citizens could be violated here without law. He 
supposed that the judges here could grant a writ of 
habeas corpus, and inquire into any false or vex- 
alious imprisonment:. 

Mr. WHITE said that the habeas corpus had 
nothing to do with the case. He applied to the 
judge of this District in the case of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, to which he had referred, and was 
informed that he couid take no notice of any such 
cases, and could not interfere with the marshal in 
the execution of his duty. 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN was surprised at the 
opposition that had been made to this bill; and, 
coming from a Siate where imprisonment for deht 
was abolished, he ielt deeply interested init. He 
would propose, at once, to abolish imprisonment 
for debt here, did he not believe that the House 
was not yei prepared for such a measure. As it 
was, he would voie for this bil!, in order to remedy 
ibe cruel injustice in the particular case to which 
allusion had been made. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT cbjecied that there was no 
provision in the first s-ctlon compelling the defend- 
ant to enter his appearance anc defend the suit. 
Mr. R. then moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, an! the main question ordered; 
when 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays 
on the main question of engrossment; but they 
were no! ordered. 

The qnestion was then put, and carried—-ayes 
76, noes 54. 
wt question coming up on the passage of the 

io— 

Mr. TURNEY asked if it had been engrossed? 

The SPEAKER replied in the nezative. 

Messrs. TURNEY and HOUSTON then ob- 
jected to putting the question on the passage of the 
bill at this me. 

The SPEAKER said that the rules were sus- 
pended for the purpose of putting the bli on’ ts 
passage, and the question must therefore be put. 

The bil! was then read the third time; when 

Mr. POWELL, after a few remarks, moved to 
lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. WHITE opposed ihe movion; after wiict, 
the question was taken, and it was rejected. 


Mr. COWEN moved to reter the bill io the 
Committee for the District of Columbia: rejected. 

Mr. JAMES called for the yeas and nays on the 
question of the passage of the bill; which were or- 
derec; and, on calling the roll, resulted in yeas 133, 
nays 35. 


YEAS—Messrs. Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, 
Aycrigg. Barton, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
William O. Budler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clatke, Clifford, Coles, Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dong, 
Kastman, Ferris, Fessenden, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gtimer, Gog 
gin, Patrick G. Goode 





Gordon, Green. Gwin, Habersham, 
flail, Hatris, Wouck, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, Hunt, Charies 
J. logersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Marchand, 
Mattiews, Maynard, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, New- 


hard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenier, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pickens, Piumer, Proffit, Read, Reding, Rhett, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Rogers, Rovsevelt, William Russell, Sanford, Shaw, 
Shields, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Starly, Steenrod, Stratton, 
Alexander H. I. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Washington, Watterson, Edw. D. Woite, Joseph L. 
White, Jas. W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 
Wood, Yorke, and John Young—133 

NAYS—Messrs. Birdseye, Patrick C. Caldwell, Chittenden 
Mark A. Cooper. Cowen, John Fdwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Thomas F. Foster, Willian O Goode, Hopkins, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James, Join Thomson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Meriwether, Morrow, Patridge, Payne, Powell, Ramsey, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Riggs, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, 
Shepperd, Simonton, Snyder, Summers, Turney, and Augustus 
Young—35. 

So the bill was passed. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Charles 
H. Atherton was passed. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House took 
up the navy appropriation bill, with the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto; and, on his motion, 
the amendments were ordered to be printed. 

Afier some conversation between Messrs. FILL- 
MORE and WISE as to the committee to which 
the bill and amendments should be referred, a mo- 
tion was made that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he wished to of- 
fer a resolution of inquiry into the reasons for 
making the increase in the amendments of the 
Senate. He thought it was due to the House that 
it should know the grounds for the additional ap- 
propriation. 

Here Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of or- 
der, but was overruled. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said he wonld sug- 
gest to the Committee on Naval Affairs to bring in 
a statement, showing the amount which would be 
required to keep the vessels now in commission in 
service until the end of the year. At present, the 
Hi-use was in thedark. If the chairman of the 
committee could not furnish the information, he 
should offer a resolution, calling upon the Secre- 
tary of the Navy fora statement of the amounts 
expended and required. 

Mr. BURNELL moved that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs be instructed to report an amerd- 
ment to the bill, providing for an examination of 
the naval apprentices, and the appointment of such 
az may be found to be meritorious, on account of 
their moral and intellectual qualities, to the post o 
midshinmen. Mr. B. addressed the House fo 
some time in ‘favor of the instructions he had 
moved. He asked if it was proper that apprentices 
should not be considered good enough to be put 
upon an equality with the sons of other Americans. 
He complained that the navy was in the bands of 
the rich. In the large district which he represented, 
it had been impossible to cbtain an appointment in 
the navy. 

Here Mr. S. MASON rose to a question of or- 
der, which was overruled. 

Mr. BURNELL then jroceeded, after remark 
ing that as he dit not trovble the House often, he 
hoped he would be attended to. About forr year: 
since, an application was made from his distriet— 
a district whose shipping amounted to 200,000 
tons, and whoss seamen to 17,000—‘er th 
eppointment of a young man to the post o 
midsh'pman. Year efter yoar the app'ication was 
pressed, wnul the young man was too old, and 
then he was to!d it was too late. He wou'd 
say to ‘he poor that, whatever others mi;ht do, 


























their right should be heard upon that floor. He 
would plead for the rights of the boys who entered 
the navy, not at the cabin windows, but on the 
bows, and who would make the best commanders 
to bear the me‘eor fig of the nation. It had been 
said that to encourage these apprentice boys would 
break down the “pride” of the navy—as if they 
would not be the pride of their couutry. He asked 
that they might bave a chance fcr distinction, and 
not be always confived to their humble position. 

Mr. PROFFIT thought the remarks of tpe gen- 
tleman trom Massachusetts unnecessary, and de- 
nied that apprentices were prohibited from becom- 
ing midshipmen. ‘There were at present 5 000 ap- 
plications for midshipmen’s warrants. Yet, ale 
though the State of Massachure'ts had more than 
her share, the gentleman [Mr. Burneci.] had com- 
piained that one young man irom his district was 
not appointed. What was ihe effect of the elo- 
quent speech made by the genileman? It was to 
create distinctions between the rich and the poor. 
It was uitra-radical Locofocoism. In saying s0, 
he did not intend to apply the term to any gen- 
tleman or party in the House. |Laughier.] Gen- 
tlemen migh'; but they knew not the mean- 
ing of the word locofoco. Mr. P. then gave his 
detinition of a Locofoco, whom he considered asa 
dissatisfied, discontented iudividual, willing and 
ready to tear down all government, in the hope 
that something would turn up to his own advan- 
tage. He thought there were Whig-Locofocos as 
well as Van Buren Locofocos—men who were 
always telling the people that they were badly 
treated. 

He defended the naval-apprentice system as at 
present organized. He said that recruiting offi- 
cers had told him that boys were enlisted because 
they were so bad that their parents cculd do noth- 
ing with them. Yet gentlemen insisted upon tell- 
ing these bad boys—put in the navy as the only 
ope of making any thing of them—in advance, 
that ihey were to be officers at all events, 

Mr. P. stated that he himself knew of three in- 
stances where apprentices had been appointed mid- 
shipmen. Notwithstanding the prejudices attempt- 
ed to be created against the army and navy, every 
boy from his own State who had been appointed 
either to West Point or the navy was poor. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked, that the gentleman 
from Indiana, as he understood him, declared that 
Massachusetts had a disproportionate number of 
Officers in the navy. 

Mr. PROFFITT had made his statement from 
the table read to the House by the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. UnpERwoop] some days since. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired how many post-captains 
there were from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he did not know; but Mas- 
sachusetts had more than her share of officers. 

Mr. ADAMS said the gen‘leman had changed 
his position. Would he tell the House the propor- 
tion between the sailors from Massachusetts and 
Indiana? 

Mr. PROFFIT saii Indiana was an inland 
State, and it could not be expected that she would 
have so many sailors as Massachusetts. He did 
not care if Massachusetts had ali—both officers 
and men—provided they were good. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know how many post- 
captains? 

Mr. PROFFIT said there were but two midship- 
men and one officer in the civil service from Indi- 
ana. Yet Indiana was entitled, by the new cen- 
sus, to as many as Massachusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS then said that his State bad not 
one post-captain in the navy, although she fur- 
nished four-fifths of the seamen. Tae State of 
Virginia, however, had nine po t-captains. Here 
the conversation between Messrs. P. and A. drop- 
ped; and 

Mr. McKEON obtiined ihe floor, and thanked 
the gentieman from Massechusetts (Mr. Burwet] 
for bringing the subj-ci of the naval-apprentice 
sysiem before the Hote. He complained of the 
rule according to Wh chihe apprentices could only 
be eppoinied mic hip a n for the most extraordi- 
nary services. If anyihi gin the world wes aris- 
tocracy, it was this, Toe epprentices were told, 
“You are of ome class, and you must remain in 
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tha! class.” He knew apprentices in the navy 4s 
well ecucated and, if gentlemen pleased, as well 
born, as most of the midshipmen. Yet these 
youths, because they belorged to this class, were 
only enabled to reach the post of boatswain’s 
mate, as the highest honor that could be bestowed 
upon them. He (Mr. McK.) would imitate the 
policy of Napoleon, iu promoticg merit from what- 
ever rank it might be found. He saw no'hing 
wrong in telling these apprentices that the highest 
honors might one day be conlerred upon them. 
He wished, inthe vole upon the resolution, to see 
who would tell the sailor that he might become, 
in the natura!, and not the extraoidinary sate of 
things, a post-capiain. 

The naval apprentices were not sons of members 
of Congress. Many of them were friendiess and 
homeless, and had no one to intercede for them 
with the authorities of the couatry. If he had the 
power, he would break down the aristocratic spirit 
in the navy, or refuse one centto it. He did not 
wish its. benefits or burdens to tall upor any one 
class exclusively. At present, however, if an ap- 
prenuce applied for a midshipman’s warrant, the 
very fact ihat he was such operated against him. 

Here Mr. WISE denied this statement; and, af- 
ter some conversation between himself and Mr. 
McKEON— 

Mr. C. BROWN said be would state a fact. A 
young man wrote to him from on board the * Con- 
stitauion,”’ asking for a midshipman’s warrant, and 
enclosed a recommendation trom a large num. 
ber of the members of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature. Supposing, from the fact that 
the young man wroie on board ihe ship, that 
he was an apprentice, he so stated to the 
Secretary of the Navy, who informed him, by 
letier, that the appoiutment could not be conferred 
On an appreniice. Atterwards, he went to see the 
Secretary, who entered into an argument to prove 
that the service would be piejudiced by holding ow 
hopes of promotion to the apprentices. These 
were facis; he cared not for rules which might be 
adopied by the Secretary of the Navy. The ap- 
prentices were put on board of receiving ships, and 
made to splice ropes, and do all other work which 
might be put upon them; whilst the yousg midship- 
man Was pulin an elegant hall, with every comfort 
around, aud accomplished professors to teach him 
the several branches of knowledge. 

Mr. McKEON said his colleague, who sat near 
him, could testify to the truth of these facts. He 
then defended himself and his colleagues from the 
charge of demolition, or of demolishing the institu- 
tions of the country. There was a geaileman 
preaching to them what locofocoism was, aud he 
(Mr. McKeon) would teil them what ii was. It 
was that doctrine which beld the poor and the 
rch to be equal—perfec ly equal. Because the 
parents may have been uniostunate, the son should 
not, necessarily, be made to enter where “fashion 
sparkies in the halls of light.’ It was the spirit 
of aristocracy against which he warred; and he as- 
serted that they would bieak down the navy unless 
they popularized it more. The spirit of our insti- 
tutions was essentially democratic; ih2 anatomy of 
the system was democratic, but the fibres were 
monarchical apd aristocratic. It was said that 
they could not have an army and a navy unless 
they had gent'emen for their officers; and that they 
could not have gentlemen, un!ess they paid for 
them. But let them take care that they did not ere- 
ate a spirit adverse to the navy. Werenot all in- 
teresied in the army and the navy, and in their 
welfare and glory? 

Mr. WISE desired permission to make an ex- 
planation, and he could ratisfy the gentleman, and 
reconcile the statement he had mace with the letter 
ot ihe Secretary of the Navy. For years prior to 
1801, there was great difficulty, as now, in enlist 
ing common seamen for the United States service; 
and the great object had been to adopt some sys- 
tem by law, by which t.e naval service would 
be reciuited of common sailors; and another, by 
which officers would be obiained. The system by 
which the common sailors were to be procured, 
was the apprentice-hip sysiem; and if the gen'l-- 
men from New York and from Pennsylvania had 
read thelaw of 1837, they wouldsee that, if there was 
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any aristocracy in the system, it was found in the 
act of Congress. The act of the 2! March, 1837, 
made it lawful to enlist boys for the navy, in which 
they should serve until they were 21 years of age; 
and it was supposed tha’, alter being bred to that 
service until 21 years of age, they would then go 
to it as a matter of course tos a living, and thes 
the difficulty of obtaining men wou!'d be removed. 
And so jar the system had worked beautifully; they 
had from 1,200 to 1,500 boys preparing to become 
the seamen of the navy, and were educated to do 
that which ihese arisiocratic advocates would not 
let ther do; they learned to rattle the ropes 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN. I would have the 
Officers iearn that too. 

Mr. WISE. They were taught to ratile the 
ropes, listead of being put to study Vattel and La 
Piace, Mathematics, and navigation. This country 
must have sailors for its navy and for the mer- 
chant-service; but some of the-e Jack Cades would 
have thein all officers—captains, commodores, or 
admirals (if any should be permitted)—and no sail- 
ors. hey might thus have an admiral, but not an 
admirable navy. When the law of 1837 was 
passed, it was not thought anti-democratic or aris- 
tocratic to educate men to be sailors; they looked 
upon sailors as respectable men, and they wished 
to make them more so, by taking them when 
young—while no bad habits were formed—and put 
them under strict discipline, to fit them to defend 
the flag of the country as Jong as they had one on 
the occan. But this was to be done voluntarily; 
th:re was to be no impressment; guard:ans and 
parents Were required to give their consent; and 
the boys were to be over thirteen and under seven- 
teen year: of age, and they were bound to serve 
until they were twenty-one. Thus the gentleman 
would see why the Sccretary of the Navy wrote the 
letler which had been referred to. Betore promo- 
tion could be made, the apprenticeship must be 
cancelled; and therefore the Secretary was bound 
to tell the gentleman that an apprentice could not 
be made a midshipman. But there was nothing in 
the law which said that an apprentice boy should 
not be promoted after his term of service expired; 
hor was there anything which said that he might 
not be released from his indentures, if there was 
extraordinary merit discovered in him; but the Sec- 
retary was bound to wrile that, while the indentures 
of apprenticeship were in force, the apprentice 
could not be promoted. This was ail so plain and 
obvious, that he could not elaborate it farther. 

Toe gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CoarRLes 
Brown} told them some time ago that he had been 
the captain of a smal! coaster; but he might have 
been the captain of sucha vessel, and know no 
more of a man-of-war than a hog knows of a 
holyday. Wonld they put ail their apprentices to 
study mathematics, «ad languages, international 
law, navigation, naval coustraciion, and the higher 
branches of the mathematics? What time would 
these boys have to learn to climb the ropes, if they 
were to be taught all these things? And what 
would be the expense to the country, if, instead of 
a school for sailors, they kept up a schvol for iin- 
guists and mathematicians?) The country could 
not bear the expense of giving this education to 
from twelve to fifteen hundred boys, vhose num- 
bers he hoped to see increased to eight or ten thou- 
sand. And what portion of that number could be 
made midshipmen? Not one-tenth. And if they 
took, for instance, a boy from Nantucket, and 
made a midshipman of him, how many of the 
other boys might say, “I ain as good as Tom Nan- 
tucket or Henry Nantueket.” If, then, the twelve 
or fifteen hundred should all apply, they could not 
all be appointed; and necessarily great discontent 
and dissatisfaction wonld be ereated. ‘They were 
bound, then, as were the best of our Democrats in 
private life, who were apprenticed to the trade of 
a shoemaker or a black«mith until they were 
twenty oue. The Secretary was right, then, when 
he said they wou'd ruin the apprenticeship system 
if they allowed political favoritism, or any other 
influence, to disturb it for the purpose of making 
them midshipmen. He (Mr. W.) stood up for the 
true democratic princip'e of no distinctions. Why, 
there was a sailor now—a boatswain—on board 
the Missouri or the Mississippi, who served under 
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every successful captain of the last war; and he 
served now, with his head white as the driven 
suow, a jiving monument of the naval vic- 
tories of the United States. There wes another 
who had served seventeen years under Decatur, 
and he was now no higher than a master’s 
mate, and ail his lie a sailor, and all his lite such 
asaiior as suited a Decatur for a commander. 
There he stood now, asking them humbly to give 
him some exira pay; and some boys who were got 
from the clouds, or from the sewers of Philadel- 
phia, pat under the apprenticeship system to keep 
them out of the haunts of vice, or the house of cor- 
rection, they were asked to put over that man’s 
head. If these gentiemen were for promoting 
sailors—in the name of justice, in the name of merit, 
why not take up those old men and promote them} 
When he was on board the Mississippi the other 
day, capiains, and licutenants, and midshipmen, 
came tv him as tue chairman of the Commitiee on 
Nava! Affairs, to get him to use any influence he 
had to get some promotion for aa old sailor who 
had been a father to them all. He (Mr. Wis) 
cheerfully promised to use his influence to obtain 
the boon of a transfer, and that he be sent to some 
lighi-house as an easier post, or to a navy-yard, that, 
at the age of seventy years, he should not suffer 
amidst the war of the elements on the ocean. Now, 
if gentlemen would get up and ask that this well- 
tried sailor should be promoted, there would be 
some rhyme and reason in that; but it was not rea- 
sonable to ask that their striplings, whether of rich 
or poor parents, under the apprenticeship system, 
before they bad learned to climd the masts of a 
ship, should be put above the heads of these old 
sailors. ‘The practice which the gentlemen were 
recommending was indeed a beauiiful practice. 
Why, they would not only disappoint and grieve 
the youthful companions of the apprentices they 
might promote, but they would mortify and disgust 
the old sailors who were war-worn 1n their service. 
It was demagoguism, which would lead to the worst 
possible resulis. 

Mr. CLIFFORD proposed some question to the 
gentleman frem Virginia, which was not heard at 
the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. WISE, in reply, said he had said no such 
thing; he spoke but his own sentiments. He said no 
such thing as that they should be stripped of their 
compensation; he said, if they bound themselves to 
serve, the law required them to serve until they 
were twenty-one years old; and he said further, 
that the law ought never to be repealed, for they 
never could fill the navy with the right sort of 
sailors, until they educated them. The sailor 
followed an honorable calling, aud no man ought 
to turn up his nose at the seaman, and say that the 
life to which the boys were bound by their parents 
aod guardians was not good enough torthem. The 
parents and guardians of the boys were the per- 
sons to judge; and gentlemen might as well argue 
against the apprenticeship system 1n civil life, for 
there was no difference between them. Suppose a 
boy bound to learn the “‘art, trade, and mystery” 
of shoemaking, or of a blacksmith: and then got 
up with a wisk for promotion in lite; and with that 
view, wished to cancel his indentures: would the 
gentleman insist that, unless the master consented, 
the law must not rule that the indentures were 
binding? Were they to have it setup that ap- 
prenticeships were anti-democratic? Were gen- 
tlemen gving to tell the world that men were not to 
be allowed to be shoemakers aod blacksmiths? 
The saiior’s life, he insisted, was a respectabie life; 
aud so was the blaclismith’s and the shoemaker’s. 
I: was the man, and nol the occupation, that made 
the huinan being respectable. This country re- 
quired blacksmiths; the business of blacksmith re- 
quited an apprenticeship; and the navy of the 
United States and the merchant-service of the 
Uniied S:ates required an apprenticesbip;—not a 
foreed—not a compulsory; but a free apprentice- 
ship, with ‘he conzent of the parents and guardians, 
during the minority of the boy. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested to the gentleman 
from Virginia the propriety of bringing the debate 
to a close. 

Mr. WISE said he was abou’ to apologise for en- 
tering so much into the question of the aristocracy 





tle 
the 
to 


no 


th 


~- Ph a2 «os 











———s_— — 
_ 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





or the democracy of the navy; for this was not the 
place to argue such aquestion. The true question 
being, simply, one of reference—whether this bi!l, 
with the amendments of the Senate, shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. tiis 
friend from Massachusetts had moved to instruct 
the committee to amend, by providing that, hereat- 
ter, apprentices may be promoted to the cffice of 
midshipmen. But an appropriation bill was not 
the proper place to bring in a provision of that sort. 
There was the law of 1837; and, if the gentleman 
chose, he could make an amendment to that law. 
But they knew there were many difficulties atiend- 
ing an alteration of a law by an appropriation biil. 
Appropriation bills had been construed to be in 
force only twelve months; and, therefore, to amend 
laws by appropriation bills, wonld lead to difficul- 
ties interminable. He would suggest to the gen- 
tleman to withdraw it; if not, he would move the 
previous question upon it. He hoped the bill would 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and 
they should then have the opportunity to judge 
whether this thing was proper to be done; and, next, 
whether this bill was the proper bill by whici to do 
it. He then moved the previous question. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN appealed to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to withdraw the motion for 
ihe previous question; and not, by such a motion, 
to cut off gentlemen from a reply who had been 
individually attacked by 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman well knows I made 
no attack. 

Mr. C. BROWN. The gentleman talked about 
the children born in the sewers of Philadelphia. 

Mr. WISE. I did not say that. 

Mr. C. BROWN. You did. 

Mr. WISE. I did not. 

Mr.C. BROWN. You did; and I ask only ten 
minutes to show that up in its proper light. 

Some conversation then ensued on the effect of 
the previous question, and on the proper course of 
proceeding; in which Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, 
EVERETT, FILLMORE, WISE, BURNELL, 
the SPEAKER, and others, took part. 

Mr. WISE said, to remove all difficulties, he 
would withdraw his motion fer the previous ques- 
tion. He then moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and on that he moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House, and tke motion was agreed to. 


THE TARIFF. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. COWEN said it would be his duty to call 
the attention of the House to the conseqnences to 
the bills on the private calendar, if this motion 
should prevail. There were then a large number 
of bills waiting engrossment. 

The vote was then taken, but a quoram did not 
vote, 

Mr. FILLMORE calied for the yeas and nays, 
but afterwards changed ii to a call for tellers, who 
were ordered; and Messrs. Buack and Barton 
were appointed. The tellers reported 82 in the 
affirmative, and 65 in the negative; the House, 
therefore, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole (Mr. McKennan in the chair) on the bill 
“to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify regulations imposing duties on imports, 
and for o:her purposes.” 

The state of the question is this. The follow- 
ing item (No 1) of the bill being under considera- 
tion: 

“Be tt enacted, §c., That from andafter the 30th day of June 
next, in lieu of the duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinafter tnentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from 
duty, there shal! be levied, collected, and paid, the following du 
ties, that is to say: 

“First. On wool unmanufactured, the value whereof at the last 
port or place from whence exporied to the United States shall ex 
ceed eight cents per pound, shall be levied a duty of thirty per 
cent. ad valorem,” 

Mr. Sactronstatt had moved to strike ont the 
said item, and insert in lieu thereof a portion of 
the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. 


(Note.—This motion embraced the whole of that bill, with 
the following modiiications 








In the first item of the proposed amendment, the words “‘thir- 
tieth day of July” were substituted for the words “thirtieth day 
of June.”’ . 

And the last section, which is in the following words, was 
stricken oul: 

Sec. 9. And be it enacted, Thatif any person shall, 
knowingly and wilfully, with intent to defraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuggle 


further 


, or clandestinely introduce into the 
United States, any gods, wares, or merchandise subject to duty 
by law, and which shonld have been invoiced, without paying 
oraccounting for the duty, or shall make out or pass, or at- 
tempt to pass, through the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such person, his, her, or their aiders 
and abettors, shal! be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, shall be liable toa fine or imprisonment, or 
both; the fine not to exceed five thousand dollars, or the im- 
prisonment two years. } 

Mr. HagersHam had moved to amend the 
amendment by inserting, in lieu thereof, after the 
words “Be it enacted,” &c., the bill which had 
heretofore been reported by him from the minority 
of the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. WALLACE asked the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. HapersHaM,] who was entitled to 
the floor, to give way for a metion to postpone the 
consideration of this bil!, that they might take up 
another. He was understood to designate the bill 
making appropriations for the Indian department. 

There were o!jections from various paris of the 
House, and the gentleman’s request was not com- 
plied with. 

Mr. HABERSHAM commenced by a refer- 
ence te the great labor he had undergone in col!ect- 
ing and investigating facts in order to come toa 
correct understanding of the subject, and complain- 
ed of the injustice of the one-hour rule, which requir- 
ed him to give the results of his investigations in one 
hour, or to pass them over ina slight or hurried 
manner. Under these circumstances, he had writ- 
ten out a speech, which he beeged the House would 
consider as if it had been delivered, and which he 
would tender to the reporters, with all its accompa- 
nying documents and references, for publication. 
[Cries of ‘Agreed, agreed.”’] Having thus disposed 
of the speech, which he should have delivered had 
he not been prevented from doing so by the rule 
lately adopte?, he would now proceed, in the limited 
time allowed him, to address a few remarks to the 
commitiee, made up from the speeches and remarks 
of other gentlemen. The most objectionable fea- 
tures which be found in this bill were the specific 
duties and the principle of minimums, upon which 
Mr. H. entered into an argument of some length 
to show the inequality and injustice of these pro- 
visions. In the course of this part of his remarks, he 
quoted a report of Mr. Apams, made at the Lst 
session of the 26h Congress, containing a powerful 
argument against the miaimum principle as well as 
specific duties; the substance of which was, that 
they prevent revenue, by excluding to that ex ent 
foreign importations; secondly, that they deceive 
the people; and, thirdly, make the man who uses 
coarse manufactures pay a higher duty than that 
paid by the man whoconsumes the finest and cost- 
liest articles. In this bill Mr. H. said that that ua- 
just principle was carried to agreat extent on a 
good many articles. For instance, on the article 
of sugar. On the coarse kind of sugar, the duty 
would be one hundred per cent.; while on the finer, 
it wou'd amount to about thirty per cent. On carpets 
which cost comparatively little, the duty would be 
higher than on Turkey or ingrained carpeting. 
Mr. H. deprecated the effects that would be pro- 
duced by this bill, and foretold the great dissatisfac- 
tion with which it would be received throughout 
the country, by the great body of consumers. The 
best policy, he contended, for this country, would 
be to distribute the taxes as equally as possible 
among ail classes of the community; and he eon- 
trasted the approach that was now making in Eng- 
jand to liberal principles with the selfish and mo- 
nopolizing spirit that prevailed bere. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN addressed the commitiee fer 
one hour, in onoosition to the increased rate of dno- 
ties. He conid find nothing in either of the bills 
to redeem them from the abhorrence in which he 
held them. They both had the obnoxious purpose 
of vielating a solemn instrument of compromise. 
He should, however, speak to but one bill, because 
the other hai been introduced by the committee 
without any report or recommenda ion of its prin 
cipirs. 


| 
He thought Congress should have nothing to do li 
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with the question of increasing the duties at the 
present session; and to take it up for the purpose 
of a general revisal, and the imposition of duties 
higher than 20 per cent., he held to be an act of 
legislative perfidy. 

He would not refer to the various party struggles 
on the tariff. In every instance, however, until 
1833, the principle of protection had triumphed. 
In 1833, the burdens became so cnerous as to 
cause almost a state of revolution. The compro- 
mise was passed, and the high duties brought 
down. Protection had now become odious, and 
many who once advocated it, now merely expressed 
themselves for a tariff for revenue, though in dis- 
guise for protection. 

He referred to the remarks made by Mr. Clay, 
when the compromise was entered into. He re- 
minded the numerous followers of Mr. Clay of the 
principles then asserted by that leader, and said he 
would hold him and his party bovrd to carry them 
out at thistime. The Senate gallery shouted when 
the compromise was accepted; the country shout- 
ed; and he thought every man in the South might 
call the 30th of June the happiest day of his life. 
Some of the distinguished men of the country then 
anticipated a failure to comply with the provisions 
of the act on the part of some of the States. He 
read from the speech of Gov. Joha Davis, then in 
the Senate, declaring that it might not be complied 
with. Henry Clay replied to the objections of 
Gov. Davis, andasked what man would dare to 
start up and advocate a disturbance «; this great 
guaranty of peace and harmony. He would not 
apply the remarks of Mr. Clay to any gentlemen 
who had eddressed the House. They might read 
the remarks of their leader, and make the applica- 
tion themselves. 

He alluded to the land bill of the extra session, 
in which an amendment had been introduced in 
order to get it passed. Then, the respect showed 
the compromise act was very great. No one 
thought of disturbing it. Now, however, the party 
here would not allow the compromise act to remain 
in operation a single month. They cried out, they 
knew not how the compromise would work—the 
Tyler Administration would go down under it—the 
wheels of Government be stopped. They now 
proposed to violate their own faith, which Mr. 
Clay said no honorable man would dare to violate. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had denominated his bill a revenue measure. 
Not so with the chairman of the Committee on 
Mannfactures. He was more bold, and too candid 
to style his measure arevenue bill. No one could 
doubt that both bills were for the purpose of pro- 
tection. He spoke of the construction of the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures—nearly all of whom were 
from the Norith—but two from the South—and 
himself alone from the great West. He gave a 
history of the progress of the bills between the two 
committees and the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The gentleman from Massaehusetts [Mr. Satron- 
STALL] regretted that the House would not allow 
him to send for persons and papers before the com- 
miitee. The fact was, there was no need of wit- 
nesses. They swarmed around the commit'ee- 
room like locusts—all of them interested manufac- 
turers. Although the House passed a resolution 
saying that the testimony of interested persons 
should not be taken, the committee re‘used to take 
any other, and made their statements from the rep- 
resentations of men whose very bread depended 
upon the answers they gave. 

He replied to the argumen!, that, unless the tariff 
was increased, the manufactorics would go down. 
He thought many of them should go down, and 
never should have existed. He spoke of the strong 
passion for novelty at the North, which caused 
men to undertake every new proces? which might 
be invented in Europe, without regard to snitable- 
ness of the country, the price of labor, or any other 
consideration. Men were not ofien satisfied with 
hard toil, but attempted to get their living by hand- 
icraft inventions. He thought there were too many 
inventions in this country to pamper luxury, and 
make our people crave alter er joyments not thought 
of by their fathers. 

He was not aa enrmy to useful manufactures, but 
thought that, in a country like the United States, 
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where raw materials were so cheap, water-power so 
aburdant, and taxes on real propeity so low, it was 
excecding!ly singular if the raanufacturers could not 
Sustain themselves by the aid of a duty of twenty 
or twenty-five per cent. He related numerous 
anecdoies in i'lustra'ion of the doctrines and prin- 
ciples which he advocated. After be had conciuded 
his remarks by the cperation of the one-hour rule— 

Mr. RANDOLPH obtained the floor; and, on 
his motion, the commitice rose aud reported pro- 
gress. 

Mr. ADAMS gave n: that on Saturday next 
he would move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill for the relief of sufferers by 
French spoliations prior to 1801. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House commu- 
nications frum the State, War, and Navy Depart- 
men's, in answer to re olutions of the House ; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Also,a message from the Presiden’, 
ting further documents and 
the New York cusiom-bouse 

The House then adjourned 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 20, 1842, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. jaid before the Sen- 
atea communication :rom the Secretary of State, 
showing the necessity of making an appropriation 
to pay the ¢xpenses which wiil be necessarily in- 
curied in qistributing the Compendiem of the 
Sixth Cen: - which the Postmaster General has 
decided catfiot be transmitted thrceugh the mail, 
under the exisiing laws 

On motivnof Mr. EVA 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from the 
city of New York, in favor of a liberal appropria- 
tion for the support of the nava laid on 
the table. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented the petition of Daniel 
Murray, praying compensation for exira service? 
asa mail contracior; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Pust Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial from A. 
B. McNair and Charles Vorsiey, praying the reim- 
bursement ef a certain sum of money paid by the: 
for the purchase ot land from the Government of 
the United States, for which (on account of inaccu- 
racy in the surveys) they can obtain no patent, or 
the privilege of locating other jands in Jieu thereof; 
which was referred to the Comnitiee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the county of Newcastle, Delaware, pro- 
testing against the annexation of Texas to the 
Union: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McROBERTS, the Committee 
on the Post Mffice and Po.t Roads was discharged 
from the consideration of the memorial of William 
A. Reavis, praying compensation for carrying the 
mail on certain routes in Alabama, on the ground 
that that commitiee bad been informed by the Post- 
master Genera! that bis accounts had been settled, 
and the balance due him was subject to his order. 

Oa motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Commiltee on 
Revolutionary Ciaims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Ephraim 
Whitaker, and he had leave to withdraw his peti- 
tion. 


transmiul- 
repomMs in relation to 


NS, referred to the Com- 


i Service: 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill to repeal the 
bankrupt law of 1841. 

The CHAIR had great ¢ lout 
could be introduced, except by a vote of two-thirds 
of the Senate. Since notice had been given by 
the Senator from Missouri [Vir. Benton] of his 
intention to ask leave, be had examined the rule. 

Mr. BENTON said he had given ten days’ no- 
tice. 

The CHAIR said the joint 
contemplate a vole of two thirds. He read the rule 
as follows: “When a bill or resolution which has 
been passed a one House, shall be rejected in the 
oiher, it shal! not b? brought in during the same 
session, Without a notice of ten days, and ieave of 
two-thirds of that House in which it shall be ne- 
newed.” 


yt whether the bill 


rule also seemed to 
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Mr. BENTON : again re emarke d that he had given 
the requisite notice, 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked t 
the rule that a vote of two-thirds was necessary to 
grant permiss.on to bring in the bil', and he there- 
fore demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. BENTON desired, as he would like to say 
something upon ihe sul ject, that (ne question might 
be permited to lie over till to-morrow. Acqui- 
esced in. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
ALLEN on Friday las’, canic up in i's order: 


that it appeared by 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate, as soon as practicable— 

1. The amount of the public « the 4th of March, 1841, 
including the treasury notes then outstanding, with the other 
items of such debts, 

2. The amou: treasury notes issued since the 4th of 
March, 1841, under acts passed prior to that date. 

3 The amount of tieasury notes issued since the 4th of 
March, 1841, under the acis passed since that date. 

} The amount of treasury notes now outstanding. 

° The amount of treasury notes authorized to be issued by 
acis passed since the 4th of March, 1841, but which have notas 
yet been oan: 

6. Theamount of public debt at 
notes now outstanding, with the 
. The amount of loans authorized by acts passed since the 
4th of Marci, 1541 

8 The amount of loans obtained under ac ts passed since the 
4ih of March, 1841, wit h the interest thereon 

9. The amount of income actually received from a 
since the 4th of March, 1541, with the particular amou 
each source 

10. The amount of appropriations by acts paesed prior to the 
4th of March, 1841, and unexpended atthat date. 

. The amount of appropriations by acts passed since the 4th 
of March, 1841 
12. The amou 







this time, including treasury 
her items of auch debt. 





sources 
t trom 


nto! money now actually in the treasury 





13. The @mount of appropriations estimated and recom- 
mended | : Executive Departments since the 4th of March, 
isil 
t 14. The amount of the increase of the taxes, in all forms, im- 
posed by acts of Congress passed since the 4.41 of March, 1541. 


15. The amount of increase of taxes, in 
mended bv the 


1 


all forms, recom- 
‘Treasury Department since the 4th of March, 

and that he be directed to arrange the 
tabular form, by their several kinds, dates, a 

Mr. ALLEN said 
inquiry, and he hoped 
without discussion, 
be taken upon it. 

Mr. EVANS objected to its adoption, on the 
ground that nearly all the information called for 
could be had by any Senator if he would refer to 
the reports and documents transmitted to Congress 
at the last and present sessions. One part of the 
resolution was similar to the resolation introduced 
by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woop- 
BURY] afew days ago, calling for information of 
the amouat of loan, under the late law, taken up. 
That part of the resolution was extremely cbjec- 
lionable at this time, pendizg the negotiations for 
the loans, 

Mr. ALLEN said it was true, as stated by the 
Senator fiom Maine, (Mr. Evans,] that much of the 
information called for bad been communicated to 
Congress in the numerous reports and documents, 
and could be collected from them; but it could only 
be done after laborious investigation. He (Mr. 
A.) believed that in the Treasury Department all 
the matter was so collected as to require no great 
labor or Jength of time to prepare a report in 
tabular form, (which would only make four or five 
peges,) for the use of Congress. It was impor- 
tant that Congress should, when about to pass upon 
large appropriations, have the information the re- 
solution called for, in acondens-d and comprehen- 
sive form. He hoped the Senator from Maine 
{[Mr. Evans] would acquiesce in his wishrs, and 
permit the resolution to be passed. If the Senate 
should refuse the call, he wou!'d acquiesce; but he 
would reserve to himself the right to comment on 
that action which would go to suppress informa- 
tion. Mr. A. demanded the yeas and nays on ihe 
adoption of the resolution, which were ordered; 
and (he question being put, the resolution was re- 
jected—yeas 16, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts. Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Wood>ury, Wright, aod Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phejps, 
Preston, Smith of Indiana, White, and Woodbridge—22 

Oa motion of Mr. TAPPAN, all previous orders 
of the day were postponed, aud the bill reported 


above amounts in 
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it was a true, resolution of 
it would be permitted to pass 
and thata direct vote would 









| sioner of 


| from the Committee on the Library to provide for 


| publishing an account of the discoveries made by 


the Explori:g Expedition, under the command 
of Lieutenant Wilkes of the United S'atcs navy, 
was taken vp as in commiltee of the whole. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to fill the blank in the first 
section of the bill, so as to give the supervision and 
direciion of the publication to the Library Com. 
mittee; which was agreed to. 

Mr. A. then moved to fill the blank in the third 
section with the words “Committee on the Li- 
brary,” so as to give into the charge of that com- 
Miliee, Orsome person io be appointed by them, the 
disposition and arrangement ot such objects of na- 
tural curiosity as may be in the possession of the 
Government, to be deposited in the Patent Office. 

This amendment was discussed for some time 
by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana and WHITE. 


| They opposed the preposition, on the ground that 


the Commissioner of Patents would be the proper 
person in whom to vest the authority to super- 
intend the arrangement of these curiosities; and 
that, if any other person was appointed, it would 
intertere wiih his geveral superintendency of the 
Patent Office and Patent Office building. : 
Messrs. TAPPAN, ALLEN, WOODBURY, 


| and PRESTON showed that it was indispensable 


that the Library Commuttee, (who will have the 
direction of the publication,) or some one to be ap- 
pointed by them, shou!d have charge of the collec: 
tion. They showed that the duties of the proposed 


| superintendent were separate and distinct from the 


general business of the Patent Office, and, 
fore, could not interfere with the 
legitimately appertained to 
Patents; 
was only directed 


there- 
business which 
the office of Commis- 
but that, in fact, the deposite 
to be made in that buildfng be- 


| cause the suitable room was afforded there for that 


purpose. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
agreed to, on a count, by ayes 19, noes 12 

Oa motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the blank in the 
2d section of the bill, authorizing an advertisement 
inviting proposals for printing the account of this 
expedition, and the illustrations of 'he same, was 
filled with **100;” so that the number of copies to 
be contracted for to be printed for the Government 
will be one handred. 

Mr. WHITE moved to strike from the end of 
the third section the words “JointCommittee on the 
Library,” and to insert the words ‘‘Secretary of 
State,” so as to give that officer the superintenden- 
cy of the curiosities. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that, if the Joint 
Committee were not charged with the disposition of 
them, the Secretary of the Navy would be a 
moe proper oflicer than the one proposed to be 
inserted. 

Mr. MOREHEAD and Mr. HUNTINGTON 
suggesied that the head of the State Department, 
who was respon:ible for the conduct of the Patent 
Office, and to whom the Commissioner of Patents 
was subordinate, would be the proper officer. 

The question oa striking out was taken by yeas 
and nays, aad decided in the negaltive—yeas 18, 
nays 21. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and the 
amendments of the committee having been concur- 
red in, it was ordered to be engrossed jor a third 
reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ja- 
diciary, reported a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of persons residing within the reputed limits 
of the States of Arkansas and Louisiana, and be- 
yond the boundary-line between the United States 
and the Republic of Texas, as established by the 
commissioners appoinied to ascertain the same; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate resumed 
the consideration, as in committee of the whole, of 
the unfinished business of Satarday, being the bill 
to provide for the satisfaction of the claims arising 
under the 14h and 19:h articles of the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit creek, concluded in September, 
1839. 

The several amendmeats of Mr. Puetps, pend- 
ing en Saturday, intended as« restrictions against 
frauds, having been amended oa the motion of 
Mr. MOREHEAD, were, alter some remarks by 
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Messrs. PHELPS, HENDERSON, MOREHEAD, 
and SEVIER, on their merits, adopted. 

Messrs. HENDERSON and KING spoke in 
favor of striking out the 1(th section of the bill, 
which proposed to provision the Indians while they 
were prosecating their claims; and Mr. MORE- 
HEAD opposed it. Mr. M. contended that these 
Indians were in a starving condition, dependent up- 
on the charity of the citizens of Mississippi, and 
deemed this section essential to keep them out of 
the hands of speculators, while in the prosecution 
of their claims. 

The question was taken, and the section was 
stricken out. 

On motiono{ Mr. SEVIER, the 11th section cf 
the bill was amended in a particular which the re- 
porter did not hear. 

All the amendments having been disposed of, 
and the Chair being in the act of reporting the bill 
to the Senate— 

Mr. HENDERSON rose, and moved to strike 
out all the bill after the enacting clause, for the 
purpose of inserting a bill as asubstitute, draughied 
by himself. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill, for the purpose of having 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Henperson] printed. 

Mr. SEVIER opposed that motion, and demand- 
ed the yeas and nays on it, which were ordered; 
and the question being put, was decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 19, nays 17. ” 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice to the Senate that he 
would not, afier this unnecessary postponement, 
have any thing more to do with Dancing Rabbit 
creek. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he would now move to 
take up the biil to provide further remedial justice 
in the district courts of the United States. 

Mr. KING hoped the Senator would not press 
his motion to take up that bill, until the important 
bills awaiting the action of the Senate were dis- 
posed of. It was very well known that some of 
the most pressing measures of the present session 
would have to be disposed of within a few days; 
and, also, that if this bi'l is taken up, ten days at 
least must be allowed for its discussion, to the post- 
ponement of all other business. Would it not be 
better to wait till the bills most essential for the 
immediate and pressing interests of the country are 
first disposed ef. If this was not done, the Senate 
would be either forced to act upon this bill prema- 
turely, or to negicct those bills which the actual 
service of the country, and the condition of the 
country, required should have immediate and undi- 
vided attention. A sufficient deliberation and 
discussion on this bill would preclade all action, for 
the remainder of this month, on the bills which the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] hadevinced such 
anxiety to have disposed of without further delay. 
He therefore hoped the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Berrien] would withdraw his motion, and allow 
the Senator from Maine to call up those bills 
which he had in charge as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BERRIEN was not at all disposed to enter 
into discussion on a mere motion to take up a bill 
for consideration. But every Senator must feel that 
if this bill is to occupy ten days more in debate, in 
addition to the time which had already been be- 
stowed upon it, there could be no stronger proof 
given of the importance of the subject, and of the 
deep interest which must be felt iu its disposal. 
So tar, then, it was evident that it was a bill in it- 
self of great importance. No inconvenience could 
arise from taking it up; for if a bill of paramount 
importance should incidentally be brought before 
the Senate for consideration, that which ne wished 
to have on its passage couid be passed over infor- 
mally, or laid on the table, temporarily, until any 
other, in the opinion of the Senate of more pressing 
character, should be disposed of. There seemed 
to be an interva! now, and he merely wished to 
avail himself of that opportunity for taking up the 
bill, with a view of renewing the divcussion which, 
on a former occasion, had been temporarily laid 
over, for the purpose of allowing other business to 
be advanced. The same thing could be done again, 
jf necessary, 
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Mr. BUCHANAN had anticipated, from what || things must be said calculated to embarrass ihe 


passed on Saturday in relation to the business 
which was to come up as the special order to-day, 
that the Senator frcm Maine would have been 
quite anxious, if not urgent, this morning, to call 
up the bill in his charge, for extending, for a 
limited period, the revenue under existing laws. 
He seemed to think, then, that the bill was of such 
importance that it ought to be disposed of to-day, 
or to-morrow at farthes'; and itcer'ainly is of great 
importance that there should be immediate action 
on that bill, for the 30th of June is approaching 
very fast. So pressing was the occasion, that he 
had epected the Senator from Maine would have 
moved to lay aside a!l other business, and call up 
that bill atan early hour to-day. As to the bill 
under the care of the Senator from Georgia, it was, 
of course, understood that he had claimed prece- 
dence forit. But it was now quite manifest no 
prozress could be made in its discussien this even- 
ing; and he knew it would not be advanced without 
debate, fer some of his friends were anxious to ex- 
press their sentimenis on the subject. But who 
would like to commence a speech at such a late 
hour? Besides, it was not really a question impe- 
riously calling for immediate action; it would suf- 
fer nothing by being Inid over a few days. 

He confessed be was anxious to see this little 
tariff question settled without delay. We all know 
someihing about it. It is a question which can be 
promptly decided. He hoped the Senator from 
Maine would come forward, and, on this occasion, 
evince his usual energy and persuasiveness in 
bringing the revenue bill—as he does all bills com- 
mitted to his charge—at once before the Senaie 
when ready for action. 

Mr. EVANS admitied that on Saturday he did 
express an earnest desire to call up the revenue 
bill; but it was, as the Senate would recollect, un- 
der a condition that the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
Berrien] should not lay claim to the precedence to 
which he was entitled of calling up the bill in his 
charge, providing for further remedial justice in the 
district courts of the United States. It was very 
true the Senator from Georgia had suffered the day 
to be consumed on other subjects, and he (Mr. E.) 
had omitted to make any motion of postponement 
for the purpose of asking to take up the revenue 
bill; but there was an obvious reason, in the thia 
attendance of Senators, and the temporary absence 
of some from the city. It was true that the 30th 
of June was approaching very fast; but there would 
still be time enough between this and the last of 
the month to pass the bill, if the Senate is so dis- 
posed. He did not wish to be misun/erstood as to 
ihe course he intended to pursue. Under present 
circumstances, he would prefer taking up the army 
b.ll in advance of the revenue bill, and he would 
probably do that to-morrow. It was a bill which, 
he believed, would not call for much discussion. 
He trusted it could be got through in the one day, 
and that the revenue bill would be disposed of the 
next day. 

Mr. TAPPAN did not expect that any disposi- 
tion would be evinced on the other side to delay a 
bill urged upon Congress as pressingly necessary 
in the present condition of the Government. It 
seemed to him that there was no little inconsistency 
in the proposition now before the Senate, to make 
ail other business give place to a bill which must 
necessarily involve a discussion upon subjects now 
under diplomatic negotiation inthis city. When 
he recollected the opposition to the resolutions of 
his colleague in relation to Rhode Island—an op- 
position urged on the ground of the inexpediency 
of agitating in Cengress a subject on the eve 
of adjustment—he could not help expressing 
his surprise at the inconsistency of not now 
acting up to the same principle. It was very 


well known that a special Minister from 
Great Britain was now in daily negotiation 
with this Government for the adjustment of all 


subjects of dispute between the 
England; and that, among these, one of the most 
writable nature was that of the Caroline affair. 
Yet, here was a bill pressed forward at such a mo- 
ment, which must, from the very nature of its prin- 
ciples, involve an‘ated debate, and frequent allu- 
sions to that affair, in the course of which many 


United States and 
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Government in the negotiation alluded to. Good 
policy, as far as that mater was concerned, and 


| courtesy to the diplomatist, with whom we are 
| treating, ought to prevent any movement being 





made which wonld bring up angry discussions in 
relation to the Caroline affair. In this view of the 
subject, he hoped the Senator from Georgia would 
ask himself whether it was proper to call up the 
bill which is the subject of his present motion. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, in addiiion to 
the very forcible reasons urged by the Senator fiom 
Ohio [Mr. Tappan] against taking up the bill pro- 
posed to be placed under discussion by the Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] he would mention 
that it had been very currently rumored cut of doors, 
and seemingly from quariers not apt to be mistaken, 
that the revenue bill now in charge of the chair- 
man of the Finance Committee will undergo the 
most deliberate consideration of the Executive, be- 
fore he gives it the satction of his signature; and 
this shows the great importance of disposing of it 
prompily in the Senate, that the Executive may’ re- 
turn it in time, before the 30th of this month. . 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the remarks of 
the Senator from New Hampshire might be good, 
if applied to the Finance Committee to hasten its 
report of the bill to the Senate; but should have no 
influence whatever on the Sena'e. It was not, 
therefore, applicable as an argument against his 
motion, as the Senate would be the best judge of 11s 
own action: and certainly the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee was the best judge ot the propriety 
of bringing forward bills for discussion committed to 
his ch*rge, and which he had the responsibility of 
placing on their passage in the order of their im- 
portance. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was not so fortunate as to 
be able to say that he had a clear conception of the 
meaning intended to be conveyed to the Senate by 
the Senator from New Hampy-hire, in the remarks 
he had just made, before the Senator from Georgia 
rose. Did he understand the Senator from New 
Hampshire to mean no more than cou!d be gathered 
from the words of his remarks? If so, he understood 
the Senator to $ay that there were ramors out of 
doors that the revenue bill, if passed by Congress, 
would have to receive the deliberaie consideration 
of the Executive of the United Siates. Is that very 
extraordinary? Does the Executive of the United 
States usually sign bills without any deliberate con- 
sideration? If he does not, there can be no argu- 
ment in the Senator’s remarks to urge celerity in 
the passage of this revenue bill, more than there 
would be in relation to any other bill. Bat he would 
not suppese the Senator from New Hampshire 
likely to use words the meaning of which he did not 
himse!f think forcible in argument}; and he there- 
fore must believe his remarks aimed at something 
beyond his expressions. Did the Senator mean to 
convey to the Senate an intimation that the Execu- 
tive of the United States is to veto the revenue 
bill? If he did not mean this, what he did mean 
would be no argument at all; for everybody 
knows the Execuuve is bound to give all bills 
passed by Congress his deliberate consideration, 

Bat something was, undoubiedly, meant, though 
it was well known that gentlemen were in the habit 
of so veiling their meaning in a happy ambiguity, 
that to find out exactly what they do aim atisentirely 
out of the question. Nothing is left for a guide, in 
such cases, but conjecture. He shonld, therefore, 
be pardoned for asking the Senator—was it a fact 
that he meant to announce to the Senate nothing 
more than that the Execative of th® United States 
would contider the revenue bill of such import- 
ance, that he should deliberately consider it when 
called upon to sign i? He. dit*not know that it 
was of much consequence to press the Senator to 
make any ferther communication of what he seems 
to understand, further than he chooses to con- 
vey. Nor, indeed, would h* have dwelt so long on 
the point, if there had not been a greater degree of 
oracular ambigaily about the Senator’s remarks 
ihan he usually is in the habit of usjog. 

With regard to what had fallen from the Serator 
from Pennsylvania, he would say that it struck 
him as not inconsistent with other rumors that he 
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patient patriolism in the Senator’s anxiety to pro- || that he (Mr. BucuaNnan) was the lazt man in the 


ceed witha revenue bill, out of zeal to fiil the 
treasury for the present Administration. It did 
seem sO Sirange that there should be such solicitude 
on that side for immediate relief to the treasury. 
Bat he, tco, bad heard rumors as well as the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. He had beard of great 
chaoges in the Cabinet; and he confessed this im- 
patient sort of courtesy—this seeming knowledge 
of Executive in'eni—this resuscitated affection— 
seemed to vive such rumors no little weight. 

It may be inferred that this precipitancy of so- 
lgitude and affection is not without its expected 
consequence. Though, for his part, he could not 
help thinking the gentlemen might be too precipi- 
tate, and that it would be better for them to lay 
aside their impatience, at least till they get some 
better confirmation of their hopes than mere out-of- 
doorrumors. He could tell them that, if there is 
any life full of disappointment as to anticipated 
results, it is in political life. He would advise 
them to Jet the chairman of the Commitiee on Fi- 
nance take his own time to bring forward this rev- 
ehue bill, about which they are evincing so much 
new-born zeal. He could assure them that the 
bill called up by the Senator from Georgia is one 
of no less national importance. He could not see 
how the debate on that subject should necessarily 
lead to an angry discussion relative to the Caroline 
affair, or to any mention of it at all. 

Mr. TAPPAN interposed to explain that he did 
not mean to say it necessarily invelved a dis- 
cussion of the Caroline affair, but that it would be 
impossible to avoid touching incidentally on the 
subject. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN coatinued. There would be 
no necessity tor introducing the subject. The bill 
was demanded by justice, good policy, and expe- 
diency, if that affair never had occurred. It might 
as well be argued that the Caroline affair would b> 
made the incidental subject of discussion ina de- 
bate on any other bill. ‘The usual latitude of de- 
bate in the Senate would seem to sanction the in- 
troduction of any matter in debate. It might 
as well be introduced in the debate on the Danciag 
Rabbit Creek treaty, as in the bill of the Senator 
from Georgia. 

Mr. WOODBURY was sorry the Senator from 
Kentucky had found any difficulty in understand- 
ing his exact meaning in the few observations he 
had made iu rejaltion to the necessity for immediate 
action on the revenue bill. He could assure the 
Senator that he was not behind the curtain, and, 
consequently, knew nothing of Cabinet seere’s; and 
when he urged the necessity of speedily disposiag 
of that bill, he did so in reference to the important 
character of the bill itself, the shortness of time be- 
tween this and the day when it was expected to go 
into effec!, and the number of days required by the 
Constitution to give ihe Executive for deliberation, 
should he think proper to make use of the full time. 

And although he had, as an additional reason, 
urged the necessity of giving this time to the Execn- 
tive upon mere ramor, it was not such as should 
be considered altogether idle, for it had its origin in 
the semi-oflicial organ of the Executive himself. 
The revenue bill is to go into effect, if at all, on the 
Jast day of June; and this is the 20ih—leaving but 
ten days for legislative and executive action. It 
the Senate delayed action, or consumed a number 
of these ten days in discussion, there would not be 
the number of days allowed by the Constitution 
for the deliberate consideration of the Executive. 
He hoped the Senator irom Kentucky now under- 
stood his meanittg relative to ‘“‘delibeiate consider- 
ation.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, the public had been en- 
tirely misinformed. ‘There bad been a supposition 
(but a very erroneous and snjust one) that the 
Whig pariy had abandened the President. They 
now heard, from the very highest authori‘y, that 
that pariy bad been the constant supporters of the 
present Administiation; and there seemed a little 
jealousy on the part o: the Senator from Kentucky 
lest he (Mr. Bucnanan) should interfere and come 
in to the support of the Administration. He could 
assure the honorable Senator, whatever bis standing 
might be with the present Administration—and he 
trusted it was as high as it deserved always to be— 
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world to interfere with him inany way. He re- 
joiced to hear that the Senator and his Whig friends 
bad always been, and were yet-—and, he trusted, 
would ever be—the supporters of the Adminis- 
tration, because he thought a strong and power- 
ful Exeeutive, withia the limits of the Constitu- 
hon, ought to exist, in order to (he proper adinia- 
istration of the Government. He would be exceed. 
ingly happy to affurd all the assistance in his pow- 
er to the chairman of the Committee on Finance 
in calling up the bill, which he the other day mani- 
fested so strong an anxiety to bring under the con- 
sideration of the Senate, and for which the Senator 
ihen gave a very satisfactory reason. Bnt genile- 
men were now absent upon whom the Senator 
reckoned as the supporters of the bill; and he (Mr. 
BuCHANAN) Was ready to admit that, in all party 
movements, it was a matter of considerable conse. 
quence that ajl the troops should be asserabled. 

In regard to this measure, he thought it ought to 
be acted upon, and that with as little delay as pos- 
sibie. He(Mr. B ) had no means of information 
whatever in regard to the intention of the Presi 
dent, except that derived from bis own message. 
The President, by his message, had declared to 
Congress that the land fund was necessary for car- 
rying on the Government; and Senators knew that 
the treasury was almost—he would not say alto- 
gether—bankrupt. At sucha time as this, when 
money was so much required for the use of the 
Government, and when it was deemed imporiant 
that the tariff bill should be continued for one month, 
a most important provision—namely, the provis- 
ion relating to the distribution of the land fund— 
a provision, without which that law would not have 
passed—was sought to be repealed. If the bill 
passed in such a shape, and he possessed the power, 
he would veto it, if it was the last act of his public 
life. And he trusted the President would do so. 
He feft confident he would do so, though he had no 
means of knowing, except from his own message. 

The CHAIR observed that he thought it was 
improper to allude, in debate, to the course which 
the President might think proper to pursue. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he entirely agreed with 
the Chair that he was out of order; and had only 
alluded io the topic by way of reply to the Senator 
from Kentucky, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose; but, before proceed- 
ing wih his remarks, 

Mr. ARCHER suggested that the Senator from 
Pennsylvania was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, as the Senator from 
Kentucky seemed impatient, he would waive his 
right. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then proceeded to reply at 
some length to the remarks of Mr. Bucnanan and 
Mr. Woopsury. He ecenfessed he was somewhat 
alarmed when the Senator from New Hampshire 
told them that the bill was to receive the deliberate 
consideration of the President. The term seemed 
to him of a singularly oracular character, and that 
it concealed something that was not intended to be 
communicated. And the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia had foillowed this up, by declaring that, if he 
were President, aad had communicated such a 
message to Congress, he would, nevertheless, veto 
the bil) He confessed this declaration on the part 
of the honorable Sena'or would tend to shake his 
confidence a little in him [Mr. Bucnanan ] 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he presumed that as he 
did not intreduce the subject, it would not be out 
of order for him to reply. He had repeatedly ex- 
pressed his sorrow tbat there should be a want of 
harmony in the ranks of the universal Whig party. 
He had always been soilicitous that they should 
proceed with the utmost harmony, and, as far as 
possible, accomplish the objects they had in view. 
They had heard rumors upon one side, and rumors 
upon the other. Bat, whatever might happen, he 
would be sorry to see harmony destroyed or 
trampled underfoot. They had heard of rumored 
changes—rumors which perplex monarchs had 
been abroad. And what chances?) Was the Whig 
party again coming into power? Were these golden 
visions dancing before the eyes of the honorabie 
Senator? He (Mr. Bucnanan) could say, with 
perfect sincerity, that, of all the members of the 


old cabinet, he had most regretted the retirement of 
that honorable gentleman; and he would hail with 
satisfaction his return to office, under the adminis- 
tration of John Tyler. And he sincerely hoped— 
as the Senator had bestow: d wpon him an office to 
which he (Mr. Buchanan) had tever aspired—that 
the Senator himself wouid be the first officer 
under the President; and he was certain shat 
the honorable gentieman would speedily settle 
the difficulties between this country and Great 
Britain. But as the gentleman had called upon the 
Senator from New Hauipshire for specific infor- 
mation, he (Mr. B.) hoped he might obtain the in- 
telligence; for he was himself desirous of knowing, 
in relation to these ramored changes, whether there 
was to be a restoration—though he did not very 
much like the word, as it presupposed misfortane. 
But if there were a prospect that all difficulties 
were to be healed up, no one would rejoice more 
than himself. 

As to ihe veto, the Senator had asked him 
whether, if he were President, he would act upoa 
the principles he had avowed in relation to the 
veto. He would tel] the Senator what, if he were 
President, and if he found the couniry in deep dis- 
tress—the national treasury bankrupt—and al- 
most impossible, with any duties that could be 
lieved, to supply the wants of the Government—if 
he found (he would not say war impending, but) 
doubts and difficulties hanging over their foreign 
relations—clouds of war hovering upon our borders; 
and if Congre&s, at such a moment, under the pre- 
tence of passing a revenue bill, should attempt 
to take away from the treasury the resources they 
possessed,—he would tell the Senator what he 
wou'd de: he would veto the bill, and he would ap- 
peal to God and his country for the correctness of 
what he did. He did not pretend to know what 
the President would do. The Senator himself was 
better able to declare than he was as to what the 
President vould do, in reference to such a biil if it 
should pass the two Houses. What was the na- 
ture of the bill? It wasa bill extending, for a few 
days, the revenue Jaw; and, at the same time, to 
take out of the treasury a sum which had been ac- 
cumulating there for several years, and which, 
properly, should be applied to the public service. 
He would tell the honorable Senator what he was 
afraid of: he was afraid that the bill was not so 
much intended to afford incidental revenue, as it 
was to abstiact from the treasury a large 
amount of its funds. He was afraid the great 
Whig party bad determined that the revenue 
should not be sole object of the bill. 

He (Mr. B.) had never been very successful in 
influencing high functionaries of the Government. 
It was many years since he had made any attempt; 
and he apprehended that, were he to attempt, with 
ever so much assiduity, to influence the President 
of the United Siates, he would be entirely unsuc- 
cessful. Ja the case of the fiscal corporation bill, 
although everybody disapproved of it, yet, as 
they supposed they must take that er get nothing, 
they were fain to vote for it; and he hoped the 
same Ciuristian spirit would actua'e his friends on 
the opposiie side now, in regard to this little tariff 
bill—that they would agree to take the revenue bill, 
even if they should be deprived of the public lands, 

He was asked what supplies he had voted for; 
he believed he had voted for all the primal sup- 
plies of the Government, and for very liberal sup. 
plies, too—for twenty-four or twenty-five millions 
of dollars this year; whiist no estimate or calcula- 
iion which cou'd be made of the expenses exceeded 
seventeen millions. And with a deficit staring 
them in the face this year, of at leastseven millions, 
they were seriously told that they ought to take 
away the land fund trom the treasuly, and give it 
to ihe several Siates. 

How he had been drawn into this debate, he 
could not conceive. He had expressed himeelf 
satisfied wiih the explanation of the Senator from 
Maine as to not bringing forward the tariff bill to- 
day; but it seemed that some diplomatic language 
had been uxed by the Senstor from Kentucky and 
the Senator from New Hampshire, boch of whom 
had been members cf the Cabinet; and, in the 
melcé, ihe Senator from Kentucky had directed a 
shaft towards bim, (Mr, B.) He would have been 
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